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165th Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of East Tennessee 
Saturday, February 14, 2026, 10:00am, at First Presbyterian Church, Sweetwater 

601 Church Street, Sweetwater, TN 37874 
 

 
Dear Friends, 

There is much for us to do together at the February meeting of the Presbytery.  We will receive new members, 
hear about mission projects at one of our congregations, give thanks for another congregation as their life 
comes to an end, remembers the elders and ministers of the presbytery who have joined the rolls of the church 
triumphant this past year, and enjoy great worship and renewing fellowship with one another.   

There are two recommendations ( the 2026 budget, and the AC’s recommendation regarding the New Prospect 
Presbyterian Church property) that presbytery will address at the meeting.  Please read through them and if 
you have questions for clarification, feel free to reach out to the moderator of the group bringing the 
recommendation before the meeting.   

I look forward to being with you all on February 14. 
 
 
See you all soon. Grace and peace, 
Wendy 
General Presbyter 
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WELCOME AND THANK YOU! 
Thank you for being a part of the 165th Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of East Tennessee. 
 

“The presbytery is responsible for the government of the church throughout its district, and for assisting and 
supporting the witness of congregations to the sovereign activity of God in the world, so that all congregations 
become communities of faith, hope, love, and witness.” — PCUSA Book of Order, G-3.0301  
 

HERE’S THE PACKET 

The packet is posted TWO (2) weeks before the meeting so you’ll have time to read ahead. Our staff works hard on 
the packet so you’ll have time to prepare and ask questions of those bringing motions ahead of time, if necessary. As 
you read though this docket, we invite you to also consider who we are and why we gather as the Presbytery of East 
Tennessee. 

EMAIL ADDRESSES for presenters are included in the packet. If you have questions before the meeting, email and 
ask the presenter – usually a committee moderator – during the 2 week prep period. 
 

DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION IS 3:00PM TUESDAY, 
FEBRUARY 10TH. 
 

REGISTRATION 
https://www.presbyteryeasttn.org/meetings 
Deadline for registration is 3:00pm Tuesday, February 10th. 
Register by clicking the meeting link at: https://www.presbyteryeasttn.org/meetings. 
 

EXCUSED ABSENCES 
https://www.presbyteryeasttn.org/meetings  

 
o Pastors (members of PET or laboring in the bounds of PET), 
o Commissioned Pastors (Ruling Elder in service to a PET congregation), and  
o Elected church Commissioners (Ruling Elders elected as church representatives) 

 

If you’re unable to attend, request an EXCUSED ABSENCE. Go to https://www.presbyteryeasttn.org/meetings, click 
the link for registration for this meeting, click where it says Excused Absences. 
 

https://www.presbyteryeasttn.org/meetings
https://www.presbyteryeasttn.org/meetings
https://www.presbyteryeasttn.org/meetings
https://www.presbyteryeasttn.org/meetings
https://www.presbyteryeasttn.org/meetings
https://www.presbyteryeasttn.org/meetings
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Meeting Schedule 
9:30 a.m. Gather 
10:00 a.m. Convene 
 

1 Convene 
• 10:00 am - Opening Prayer by Moderator Rev. Cathy Meyer (cathy50meyer@yahoo.com) 
• Declaration of Quorum 
• Welcome from First Presbyterian Church, Sweetwater 
• Introduction of New Commissioners and Guests 
 

2 Rules for In-Person Meetings 
The Stated Clerk, Laura Becker moves the following rules for this meeting. 
In-person participation is governed by Robert’s Rules of Order.  

1. Speakers must go to a microphone, as able.  
2. Share your name and role at the presbytery meeting. 
3. Tell the presbytery whether you’re speaking for or against a motion. 
4. Speak ONLY to the Moderator. 
5. Whenever possible, those speaking will alternate between those speaking for and 

those speaking against a motion. 
6. Presbyters may not rise to speak a second time until all others have had the chance 

to speak a first time. 
7. The Moderator states the motion. 
8. The Moderator takes the vote and announces the vote and the results of the vote. 
9. The Moderator moves on to the next order of business. 

 

3 Land Acknowledgement 
 

Grateful to our Creator God for the ability to gather here today in the land now known as Sweetwater Tennessee, 
the Presbytery of East Tennessee acknowledges that we meet on this ancestral homeland of the Overhill Cherokee, 
whose towns—including nearby Chota and Tanasi—once served as political, cultural, and spiritual centers of the 
Cherokee Nation. The land, rivers, forests, and caves of this area sustained Cherokee communities for generations 
and continue to hold deep cultural and spiritual significance. 
We also recognize that this land was traveled, used, and shaped by other Indigenous peoples, including the Yuchi, 
Chickasaw, and Muscogee (Creek), whose histories and connections to this region remain vital today. Sites such as 
nearby Craighead Caverns, now known as the Lost Sea, bear witness to this long Indigenous presence through 
artifacts and spaces used for gathering, shelter, and ceremony. 
 

We acknowledge the profound trauma caused by forced removal, including the Trail of Tears, during which 
Cherokee people were violently displaced from this land in the 1830s. These injustices were carried out through 
policies supported by churches and governments alike, and their impacts continue to be felt by Indigenous 
communities today. 
As a mid-council of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), we offer this acknowledgment not as a conclusion, but as a 
commitment—to truth-telling, repentance, and action. We honor the resilience of Indigenous peoples past and 
present, and we commit ourselves to learning, listening, and working toward justice, healing, and right relationship 
with Native nations and communities. 
May we be faithful stewards of this land, humble in our history, and courageous in our call to love our neighbors as 
God loves us. 

mailto:cathy50meyer@yahoo.com
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4 Setting the Agenda 
Vice Moderator (Barry Simmons, blsimmons37721@yahoo.com) moves the Agenda 
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5 Consent Agenda 
The Moderator, Rev. Cathy Meyer, presents the Consent Agenda to stand approved if no objection. Any Presbyter 
may ask that an item be removed from the Consent Agenda for debate and vote. 
 

5.1 Leadership Council 
 

MOTION:  That the Presbytery of East Tennessee elect Doris Thomas to serve on the Nominating 
Committee class of 2028.  
MOTION: That the Presbytery of East Tennessee would grant permission for the Sacrament of 
Communion to be served at Presbytery Meetings as well as at John Knox Center. 

 

6 Worship and Necrology 
 
 
 

Ruling Elders 
Emmanuel United 
Erin 
Erin 
First, LaFollette 
First, LaFollette 
First, LaFollette 
First, Lenoir City 
First, Lenoir City 
First, Oak Ridge 
First, Oak Ridge 
First, Oak Ridge 
First, Oak Ridge 
First, Rockwood 
First, Sevierville 
First, Sevierville 
First, Sweetwater 
Fountain City 
Fountain City 
Fountain City 
Fourth United 
Graystone 
Graystone 
Highland 
Lake Hills 
Lake Hills 
Mars Hill 
Mars Hill 
Mars Hill 
New Prospect 
New Providence 
New Providence 
New Providence 
 

Mildred Helene Billingsley 
Lynn Early Sexton 
Joe Grady Tate 
Jerry Vaughn 
Mary Adams 
Jerry Herrod 
Linda Oakman 
Jean Lawson 
Jean Bangham 
Roger Ryburn 
Kate Porter 
James Tonne 
Carolyn June Ledford 
Edith McMahon 
Eugene Burke 
Dr. Robert Allen 
Bill New 
Ron Thomas 
Bill Phifer 
Evelyn Hallman 
Earl Ratledge 
David Kerns 
Holly Elliott 
Linda Worden 
David Gerkin 
Marianna Speakman 
Davis Haynes 
John Mackersie 
Mary Farmer 
Dr. Robert "Bob" Ramger 
Stephanie Bell 
Horton Gilbert "Bud" Gangwer 
 

November 11, 2025 
January 18, 2025 
December 8, 2025 
April 4, 2025 
June 13, 2025 
January 15, 2025 
January 7, 2025 
May 9, 2025 
February 8, 2025 
June 30, 2025 
July 2, 2025 
September 21, 2025 
October 30, 2025 
January 31, 2025 
November 24, 2025 
January 9, 2026 
February 27, 2025 
October 2, 2025 
December 15, 2025 
August 4, 2025 
March 27, 2025 
October 9, 2025 
February 24, 2025 
September 26, 2025 
October 24, 2025 
September 29, 2025 
June 26, 2025 
October 14, 2025 
November 3, 20205 
May 2, 2025 
August 16, 2025 
March 2, 2025 
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Second, Chattanooga 
Washington 
Washington 
Westminster 
Northside 
Korean, Chattanooga 
First, Knoxville 
First, Knoxville 
 

John Guthrie 
Linda Adams 
Dr. Bill Snyder 
Barbara Cline 
Nelda Faye Jordan 
Dr. Yung Gil Lee 
Mary Bishop Culver Spegler 
Margaret “Peggy” Louise Burkey Hagler 
 

December 22, 2025 
May 18, 2025 
September 23, 2025 
October 4, 2025 
July 7, 2025 
August 31, 2025 
February 19, 2025 
August 5, 2025

 
Ministers of Word and Sacrament (Teaching Elders) 
Rev. William “Bill” Shenk 
Rev. Harold R. O’Bannon 
Rev. Dan W. Park 
Rev. George “Pete” Preston 
 

January 19, 2025 
January 12, 2025 
February 18, 2025 
August 7, 2025

 

7 Ministry Reports 
7.1 Youth 
Rev. Paul Earheart-Brown, 
paul.earheartbrown@maryvillecollege.edu 

Small and Mighty 
Small and Mighty kicked off 2026 with an amazing night of 
games and worship! In January, we played minute-to-win-it 
games and sang praise songs over our dinner together, and it 
was an awesome time of bonding. Our February meeting will 
be February 15th from 4:00-6:30 at Farragut Presbyterian, and 
we will explore our artistic sides by painting and drinking hot 
chocolate! In March, we will come together for a service 
project at Farragut on March 22nd, and we will have our end-
of-the-school-year celebration on April 26th also at Farragut, 
and also from 4:00-6:30. Small and Mighty is a Presbytery-
wide youth group for any church or youth who are interested 
in growing closer to other youth across our Presbytery. We 
hope to see you there! 
 

Youth Summit 
Youth Summit is our annual retreat for high schoolers, and it 
will be April 10-12 at the John Knox Center. Registration will 
be live soon, so keep an eye on the Presbytery's Weekly 
newsletter to see when the form is open! 
 

We also have several summer opportunities for youth and 
youth groups, so be on the look out for more information about Expanding Horizons (for high schoolers), Montreat 
Youth Conference (for high schoolers), and Montreat Middle School Conference (for middle schoolers)!    
 

mailto:paul.earheartbrown@maryvillecollege.edu
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7.2 Campus Ministry 
7.2.1 UKirk UTK 
Rev. Rachel Penmore, revrachel@ukirkutk.org 
 

UKirk has had a wonderful winter break. We took 17 students to the college conference at Montreat. We 
cooked together, played games, hiked, worshipped, and fellowship with over 800 college students from 
across the country. It was such a gift to get to be together in the mountains of Montreat!  
 

In addition we are coming to the end of our house renovations. We are so excited for all the new paint, 
major repairs completed, and a house that feels like it got a real lift!  
 

As we are beginning our 75th year in ministry, we hope you will stay tuned for new and exciting ways to 
be connect to UKirk and our incredible ministry! 

 

 

mailto:revrachel@ukirkutk.org
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7.2.2 Maryville College 
Rev. Jessica Lewis, jessica.lewis@maryvillecollege.edu 

mailto:jessica.lewis@maryvillecollege.edu
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7.3 John Knox Center/Outdoor Ministry Team 
Transitional Executive Director: Penny Babelay, admin@johnknoxcenter.org 
OMT Moderator: Rev. Jon Faraone, jfaraone@bellsouth.net 
 

For 66 years, John Knox Center has been a refuge in the heart of the Presbytery of East Tennessee, set apart to 
nurture, renew, and inspire a love for God and a commitment to Christ. 
 

2025 was a year of renewal and reflection for your camp. During this season of transition, we took a thoughtful 
look at the systems that make camp possible. Dedicated staff, OMT members, volunteers, and skilled 
tradespeople worked together to evaluate our buildings. OMT labored diligently to gain a clear understanding 
of our finances, while the John Knox staff focused on revitalizing our programs. 
 

Together, we sought to discern what God is calling us to do with this ministry. As we enter a new year, we are 
energized, hopeful, and ready to continue the holy work of rebuilding. 
 

Building and Grounds: 
Over the past year, many of our most frequently used buildings and spaces received much-needed care and 
attention. We updated plumbing systems, replaced HVAC units, mended roofs, and purchased a new mower to 
help maintain our 144 acres. Volunteers and staff worked diligently to refresh buildings with new coats of paint, 
deep-clean surfaces, replace tiles, and complete other minor repairs. 
 

OMT continues to deepen its understanding of additional needs as we work to ensure John Knox Center is a 
place where all guests feel welcome and experience radical hospitality within this beautiful and sacred setting. 
This work came at a significant cost and was possible because of the generosity of this body. Over the years, 
you have faithfully supported John Knox through gifts that have helped maintain and repair our facilities. In 
2025, we spent down many of our designated funds to address critical needs. Those funds were used with care 
and gratitude—but the work is not finished. As we continue to renew, reflect, and rebuild, we are deeply 
thankful for your continued support. 
 

Staffing: 
At the beginning of 2025, Penny Babelay was hired as Transitional Director. In May, Ryan Hughes joined the 
team as Camp Manager. Together, they worked to hire a full slate of summer staff, forming a dedicated and 
gifted group of young adults. Their leadership and commitment allowed John Knox Center to offer a safe, 
enriching Summer Camp experience where campers and staff alike encountered God in meaningful and 
profound ways. Adequate staffing levels ensured that supervision and appropriate safety ratios were always a 
top priority. 
 

Ryan worked diligently to strengthen and expand our summer staff training program. In addition to core camp 
elements such as Bible study, arts and crafts, and recreation, staff received training in healthy boundaries when 
working with children, emergency procedures for inclement weather, and the importance of practicing self-care 
in this demanding ministry. We are excited to have a very high retention rate as we look to hire for 2026. 
Our River Ridge program was staffed by a combination of employees and volunteers who brought enthusiasm 
and care to their work, engaging children as they visited our site to learn about the environment and 
participate in recreational activities. 
 

Summer Camp: 
After prayerful consideration, the decision was made to offer a shortened Summer Camp program in 2025. As a 
result, we welcomed fewer campers than in previous years. Those who attended, however, experienced 
Christian community in deep and meaningful ways. Together, we explored Scripture, learned new skills, 
enjoyed recreation in God’s creation, and shared in the joy of life at camp. 
We are excited to once again offer a full slate of camps this summer and look forward to welcoming your 
children back to Camp. 

mailto:admin@johnknoxcenter.org
mailto:jfaraone@bellsouth.net
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Church Relations: 
John Knox Center is your camp. We succeed, grow, and change only through partnership with you. We are 
deeply grateful to the congregations that welcomed us into your spaces this past year and allowed us to share 
the story of John Knox Center. As we begin 2026, we are committed to strengthening relationships with our 
churches across the Presbytery. If you are interested in having someone from Camp participate in a Sunday 
service or weekday programming, please do not hesitate to reach out. 
 

In addition to relationships, volunteer hours, and faithful prayers, this body and many individual churches 
support John Knox Center financially. We could not do this ministry without you. Thank you to those who give 
and to those who help grow our designated funds. The John Knox staff and OMT are committed to being 
faithful and transparent stewards of these gifts as we enter 2026, and we are excited to continue this season of 
rebuilding. Thank you to all who give. 
 

7.4 Presbyterian Women 
Moderator: Rev. Ann Myers, annbmyers7115@gmail.com 

Save the date….. 

Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery of East Tennessee invite all women in our Presbytery to join us for our 
Annual Spring Gathering. 
 

This will take place on Saturday, April 18, 2026 (10:00 am – 2:00 pm with sign-in and coffee at 9:30 am), 
tentatively at Second Presbyterian in Chattanooga. 
 

Our theme will be Jubilee: A Path for Moving Forward. Our Presbytery Executive, the Rev. Dr. Wendy Neff will 
be our keynote speaker and worship leader. The day will include a brief business meeting for election of officers 
and approval of the budget, various mission updates, and during worship a remembrance of Presbyterian 
Women who joined the Church Triumphant during 2025. 
 

Hope to see many of you there! 
 

Rev. Ann Myers, PWPET Moderator 
annbmyers7115@gmail.com, 865-591-9038 
Further details concerning the program, registration, lunch and how to submit names of those you wish to 
remember will be available in the monthly Presbyterian Women’s Newsletter and the weekly Presbytery 
Update. Information will also be posted under Presbyterian Women on the Presbytery website. 
 

7.5 Hunger Committee 
Chair: Scott Brunger, brunger@mindspring.com 

In September the treasurer of Sunset Gap contacted me about the food crisis brewing as the Trump 
Administration cut its allocations for domestic food aid and services. He asked me if our Presbytery Hunger 
Committee could provide funds to make up the difference. I told him we have a small reserve on hand to cover 
one agency, but if every food pantry helped by churches in East Tennessee is facing the same situation, then we 
were all in trouble. 
 

I contacted Audrey Jones, the director of Sunset Gap in Cosby, TN. Sunset Gap is a former mission center of the 
Presbytery of East Tennessee in a picturesque location between Sevier County and Cocke County, so that it 
serves both communities. It began as a school 1899 run by Presbyterian women for both counties. From 1919-
77 they taught Sunday School classes there. Sunset Gap food pantry began in 1993. 
 

mailto:annbmyers7115@gmail.com
mailto:brunger@mindspring.com
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In August of this year as word of the cuts in Federal food aid spread, Sunset Gap was seeing an alarming 
increase in number of participants at its food pantry to 500 persons per week. Then, they learned that Second 
Harvest in East Tennessee was cutting deliveries and that agricultural commodities would be cut too. 
September 9, our Presbytery’s SERVE Hunger Committee sent $1,500 to cover food they had ordered and an 
additional $500 gift. 
 

In September I asked the our Westminster Missions Team to help Sunset Gap and other historic mission project 
see us through this food crisis. The Westminster Mission Ministry Team decided instead to allocate $6,000 
immediately for church food pantries. By then I had checked with all of our traditional Presbytery’s mission 
projects whether they would be similarly affected. Chattanooga’s Newton Childhood Development Center has 
not faced a funding cut and the Morgan-Scott Project specializes in providing credit each spring for vegetable 
gardens rather than donating food. 
 

Here then is the allocation of the $6,000 congregation’s missions money among Presbytery projects: Sunset 
Gap $2,000 for food pantry, $1,000 Morgan-Scott Project, zero for Newton Childhood Development. The rest is 
distributed at $2,000 to the food pantry at Roane State Community College in Oak Ridge, which saw a huge 
increase in demand as federal scholarships were cut, and $1,000 to Lancing Presbyterian Church community 
meals for shut-ins prepared by the congregation’s 16 members. 
 

Thanks to a timely subsidy from Westminster, our Presbytery’s Hunger funds are still available when other 
worthy needs are expressed. 
 

Scott Brunger on the Westminster Mission Ministry Team and Presbytery Hunger Committee 
Brunger@mindspring.com Donations for hunger projects may be sent to Presbytery of East Tennessee Cents 
Ability account 
 

8 Congregation Mission Story 
 

9  Joys and Concerns/Prayer 
 
 

10  Lunch – Order of the Day 
 

11  Committee Reports 
11.1 Committee on Ministry 
Moderator: Matt Nieman, matt@fpctn.org 
 

For Information:  
2026 COM members:  Jake Horton, Sarah Morgan, Scott Rollins, Stephen Yates, Pete Ullmann, Mark Curtis, 
Daryl Fansler, Melissa Goins, Phil “Tripp” Harvey, Matt Nieman, Barry Simmons, John Stuart , Tom Burns, 
Sharon Koch, Rachel Parsons-Wells, William Rock, Becky Smith, Candace Worth, Mary Overstreet 
 

Business conducted by COM since the last presbytery meeting: 
• Approved the transfer of Rev. Clayton Thomas to the Presbytery of Southern New England. 
• Approved the transfer of Rev. Margaret Poteet to the Presbytery of Carlisle 
• Approved the transfer of Rev. Grace Hammer to the Evangelical Presbyterian Church denomination. 
• Approved CLP Tom Burns as moderator of Session at First, Sweetwater 
• Approved CLP Barbara Adamcik as moderator of Session at Emmanuel Presbyterian Church. 

mailto:matt@fpctn.org
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• Approved the formation of a COM task force to look at the request from trained CLPs not commissioned 
to a church or validated ministry to administer sacraments when filling pulpits around the presbytery. 

• Approved the covenant between CLP Wayne Carter and the Bradley County Sheriff’s Department as a 
chaplain. 

• Approved the covenant renewal between CLP Gregg Bennett and Lake Hills Presbyterian Church as a 
chaplain with UT Hospice 

• Approved the covenant renewal between CLP Carolyn Anderson and Wartburg. 
• Approved the covenant renewal between CLP Ed Umbach and First, Lenoir City.  
• Approved adding Rev. Julie Thompson to the presbytery’s Pulpit Supply list. 
• Approved the Ministry Discernment Profile for Westminster’s associate pastor position. 
• Approved the covenant renewal between CLP Barry Simmons and Gatlinburg Presbyterian Church. 
• Approved the covenant renewal between Rev. John Stuart and First, Oak Ridge. 
• Approved the Ministry Discernment Profile for First, Oak Ridge. 
• Approved the covenant renewal between Rev. Scott Rollins and Eusebia. 
• Approved Rev. Paul Rader to serve as Session moderator at Rivermont. 
• Approved Rev. Bill Bond to serve Rivermont as pulpit supply and administer sacraments at Rivermont 

(pending his enrollment by presbytery as a temporary member). 
 

11.1.1 Receiving Rev. Chuck Taber 
MOTION: That the Presbytery of East Tennessee receive Rev. Chuck Tabor, transferring from the Presbyery of 
Middle Tennessee, as a minister member in retired status. 
 

Rev. Chuck Taber 
Statement of Faith 

I was reared in a Presbyterian family and matured in the faith in a large Southern Presbyterian Church in 
Columbia, SC, where I increasingly became involved in Bible studies, youth groups, camps, VBS, and choir. 
Peers, youth directors, and pastors encouraged me to pursue full-time ordained work. So, I came under care of 
the PCA; earned an A.A. in Marketing (1976), a B.A. in Bible from Belhaven College (1978), a M.A. in New 
Testament Theology from Fuller Seminary (1980), and a M.Div. from Reformed Seminary (1984). Before 
graduating with a M.Div., I realized my egalitarian theology made me unacceptable to the PCA, so I transferred 
into the EPC, but I was not charismatic enough for them and transferred into the PC(USA). After following my 
wife’s career as a mainframe computer programmer for EDS, and having two children, I was ordained in 1995. 
 

During my first pastorate in Southern Louisiana, I had severe chronic back pain from two dysfunctional facet 
joints, which caused suicidal thoughts. I was eventually cured, but the medications caused a hole in my stomach 
which caused the biliary tract to become infected and led to sepsis. After recovering from sepsis, I underwent 
an attempted gall-bladder operation whichblocked my bile duct. Months later an extensive surgery was 
scheduled, but three days before, I was miraculously cured. I had cried out for a miracle for eighteen months 
because of severe back pain but did not get one; and when I wasn’t in pain and wasn’t requesting a miracle, I 
received one. I think that was for my surgeon’s benefit more than mine. 
 

I’m retired after serving PC(USA) pastorates in Louisiana, Florida, Georgia, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Oklahoma, 
Arkansas, and Tennessee. I’ve taken the first week of interim training twice, twenty years apart, and took the 
second week at Zephyr Point, Lake Tahoe, Utah, in July 2023. My first interim was for the English-speaking 
congregation of the Korean Presbyterian Church of Pinellas Park, Florida, and later, over the years served in 
four other ones, with the most recent one being at Calvary Presbyterian Church of Big Lick in Crossville, 
Tennessee. 
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I represented the Presbytery of the Pines Teaching during the 226th General Assembly in Salt Lake City, Utah 
(June–July, 2024) and worked on the Polity Committee. For different presbyteries, I’ve been a member of the 
Congregational Support Team (Redevelopment), the Discipleship Team (Evangelism and Missions), and the 
Commission on Ministers and Congregations, with special emphasis on re-instituting and supervising their CRE 
program. I’ve also taught at a church camp and a congregational retreat, sang in church and community choirs, 
and acted as president of a local Rotary Club. I’m also certified in Grief Recovery♥. 
 

I live in Chickamauga, Georgia; have two married children and two grandsons nearby, and enjoy growing roses, 
taking photographs, watching television, and reading fantasy novels and theology and biblical studies. I also 
enjoy engaging the “Daily Dose of Greek” and the “Daily Dose of the Septuagint,” and have been creating a lazy 
reader’s guide to the Greek New Testament, with parsing, grammar, and textual notes. 
 

Rev. Chuck Taber 
Statement of Faith 

I believe in the Triune God. The “what” of God is one, over, above, and distinct from all things. God is not a 
“thing,” for things are created, and can be manipulated and studied. Yet God condescended to reveal God’s 
own self to humanity and to bring about a loving relationship with us. The “who” of God is three, from all 
eternity, co-existing, interacting, supporting, and being in complete harmony with one another as three distinct 
persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The Trinity’s unity in diversity provides the impetus for cooperative, loving 
relationships. 
 

God is a personal, spiritual Being, sovereign, holy, loving, and just. Holiness holds us accountable, and love gives 
us hope and the ability to change. God condescended and took on flesh as the man Jesus, who lived as the 
Suffering Servant, the Messiah, the corporate head and representative for the elect, and the model for 
humanity. Jesus was crucified, buried, and resurrected, fulfilled the requirements for the establishment of the 
New Covenant, and enables all who are united to him to be adopted into the family of God. Jesus’ resurrection 
was God’s vindication of Jesus, and the guarantee of our future resurrection. 
 

The Holy Spirit is a personal, divine, self-willed Being, not an impersonal force. The Spirit enables repentance, 
sanctification, evangelism, and service, illumines scripture, and provides the presence and power of God, 
producing peace, joy, spiritual interest and maturity, and Christian unity. 
 

Sin hinders our relationship with God and others. It devalues, distorts, disrupts, denigrates, and destroys God’s 
good creation. It dethrones God, devalues Christ, deifies humanity, and dismisses responsibility, service, 
faithfulness, and holiness. We break the power of sin by uniting and committing ourselves to Jesus, trusting 
salvation is by grace alone through faith alone, and worshiping, studying, and serving with the community of 
faith. 
 

The Church is a covenanted community of grace, composed of sinners who believe in the Messiah, along with 
their children, and who gather to worship God, nurture, and care for one another, and serve God in the world. 
It is where the word of God is read, proclaimed, enacted, and acted upon, and is open to all who profess faith in 
Jesus regardless of their backgrounds, personalities, inclinations, or troubles. 
Sacraments are signs and seals of grace pointing to what God has done for us, not what we do for God. Baptism 
places God’s claim upon us, incorporates us into the community of faith, and marks us out as the precious, 
adopted children of God. The Lord’s Supper strengthens our faith and love for God, recounts the cost of our 
salvation, promotes reconciliation of broken relationships, and reinforces unity within the body of Christ. 
 

I believe Jesus is the head of the church, and no other person, political party, or ideology should control the 
church. Church authority is to be shared, open to all believers with the appropriate skills, knowledge, and 
character, who reflect the character and purposes of Jesus, and who are guided by scripture, the confessions, 
and the wisdom of a diverse group of believers, including the opinions of the minority. Because our culture, 
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prejudices, selfishness, and the spirit of the times, we tend to distort the Bible for our own ends and comfort. 
Thus, we must apply scripture with prayer, using the best scholarship available, and conversing with a diversity 
of voices from the past and present. 
 

11.1.2 Receiving Rev. Janna Preston as a Temporary Member 
MOTION: That the Presbytery of East Tennessee enroll Rev. Janna Preston as a temporary member of the 
presbytery in accordance with the provisions of the Book of Order (G-2.0505). 
 

Rev. Janna Preston 
Journey of Faith 

Relationships have been a big part of my faith.  I realized when I was middle-age, that I was “loved into the 
faith.”  My father was a minister in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and served churches in Iowa, 
Tennessee, Florida, and Alabama.  My mother was his partner in life, but also in faith. Our family often had 
discussions about faith around our dinner table.  I was surrounded by family and my church family who had 
strong faiths, and were kind, and loving.  Faith was something that simply seemed to be absorbed into my spirit 
(by way of the Holy Spirit, perhaps?).  I loved being at church and Sunday School. My Sunday School teachers 
felt like family.  I was very involved in youth as a participant, and then as a counselor when I got older.  Church 
camps were an important part of my journey as a participant, counselor, and then as director.  The beauty and 
energy of being part of a group, through building relationships with Christ has been very powerful for me. 
 

Studying scripture was something that I have always loved to do, even as a young person.  As an adult, my daily 
devotions would often last an hour or longer, and I craved that time.  When my children were small, I began to 
consider the ministry as a vocation.  Working in the elementary school system and seeing some of the 
difficulties some of the children had in their lives, I felt a yearning to spread the love of God with which I had 
been blessed and had given me hope throughout my life.  
 

I attended seminary at Lexington Theological Seminary in Lexington, KY.  That time and place was a safe place 
to question, and a place that challenged much of my theology, which deepened my faith.  Growing up, I had 
usually felt comfortable questioning faith and religion, but seminary was not just a safe place to question, it was 
a place that made me question.  It began a journey of “working out my faith.” Times of sitting around tables 
“hashing out our faith” with others was powerful, especially during Senior Symposium   I realized I had basically 
been raised in a bubble, and my life had not been very challenging, so my faith had not been stretched.  Critical 
thinking expanded my view of scripture.  I also was introduced to the importance of spirituality – that faith was 
not simply something you learned about, but something that needed to be experienced.  It is relational, with 
others and with God.  Love of God and love of neighbor as oneself had a much greater depth.  I began to count 
on the Spirit much more, and learned new tools such as labyrinths, centering prayer, guided meditation, and 
Taize music that has continued to help me find ways to be silent and still and grow closer to God. 
 

This closer relationship with God was of great benefit in ministry, but also personally.  During seminary, I went 
through a divorce and became a single parent of two teenage girls.  In the years following, the death of my 
father, the repercussions of the divorce and a call to a new church start that was not successful, led me to 
complete a unit of Clinical Pastoral Education.  The blessings I received from that unit led me to a year-long CPE 
residency which continued to assist in personal reflection and growth.  It helped develop an even closer 
relationship with God, as God revealed so much more about my gifts and my call to Pastoral Care.  CPE allowed 
me to acknowledge, confront, and embrace past disappointments and grief, led to a better understanding of 
myself, and helped me learn healthy coping skills.  These have all impacted my faith and spiritual maturity. 
 

My faith journey also is due in part to my two daughters and my late husband.  As my daughters were growing 
up, we talked about our faith, and I wanted them to feel safe questioning. I tried to be mindful of meeting them 
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on their own road to faith. But their questions and thoughts also have taught me.  And of course, the road 
continues. . . 
My husband’s faith journey was quite different than mine but sharing our faith journeys allowed us to learn a 
great deal from each other.  We both served in ministry after we got married, I, as an ordained minister, and he 
as a commissioned minister.  We talked about faith often throughout our relationship.  Those conversations 
were such gifts, especially as I look back at many of them, as he passed away from lung cancer, in April of this 
year.  It has been beautiful to remember how powerful they were in drawing us closer to each other, and to 
God.  They are eternal. 
 

As I am entering the last third of my life, I am looking forward to the rest of my spiritual journey.  I have been a 
caregiver for numerous people, both personally and vocationally.  I served as a hospice chaplain and a full-time 
chaplain at a nursing home. I also cared for my grandparents and my parents in their last years. Through those 
relationships and experiences, I was blessed with many insights from all of them.  
 

One of the things that has meant so much to me since seminary, is the constant reminder by God, “Do not be 
afraid, I am with you.”  God has shown me God’s constant presence through others, and the Spirit’s presence 
through love.  So, not only was I loved into the faith, I continue to be loved into faith.  Praise God!    
 

Rev. Janna Preston 
Statement of Faith 

I believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God, and I accept him as my Lord and Savior.  That 
confession of faith was what I confessed when I was eight years old.  The denomination in which I was raised, 
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), practices believer’s baptism.  In that respect, I was young when I 
confessed Jesus as Lord.  Throughout the years I have continued to “unpack” what those words mean.  This has 
led me to come to a deeper relationship with, and fuller understanding of God. And the “unpacking” continues 
daily. 
 

As believers, we are to renounce sin (anything that separates us from God) and evil and instead continue 
looking to God and God’s ways.  I have come to appreciate that confession needs to happen daily, and this 
draws us into even closer relationship. However, it is not easy with so much competing noise around us. One of 
my favorite stories that talks of forgiveness and redemption is the Parable of the Loving Father (Luke 15:11-32).  
The fact that the father ran to meet his son, when the son wanted to restore the relationship, tells me how 
much God wants us in relationship, that God is always pursuing us, and celebrates us!  Jesus’ death shows me 
how serious this pursuit is.  And Christ’s resurrection shows me that God’s love is greater than what sin can do.   
 

The sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s Supper are very important to my faith.  Both have such rich and 
layered meaning, which is no surprise as they are visible signs of God’s grace.  Of course, water is such a 
powerful symbol. I understood at my early baptism that it was a way to “wash away sin,” a way to receive 
forgiveness. But it is also a way to be united with Christ through his death and resurrection, it is new life.  It 
unites us with our brothers and sisters in Christ and those who have gone before us.  All these meanings are 
because of the work God does. Through my work with the Presbyterian Church, I have come to see God’s grace 
more fully at work in baptism, through infant baptism.  It “witnesses to the fact that God claims people in love 
even before they are able to respond in faith.” (emphasis mine).  How beautiful is that! 
 

Through the Lord’s Supper there is that remembrance of God’s grace poured out, for the forgiveness of sins.  It 
is a meal that also unites us with God, one another, and the communion of saints.  It is a constant reminder of 
the power of the love of God, for all the world.  It is a remembrance but also a way to look forward to the time 
we will celebrate it in the kingdom of heaven.  It helps me taste, if even for just a moment, God’s kingdom 
come, here on earth.  Its power is difficult to put into words – maybe that is the part of the mystery for me. 
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I believe in a Triune God – Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit.   Such powerful love made manifest in so many ways 
that it, too, is difficult to put into words.  Love made manifest by more than a “creator,” but the ultimate 
Creator who created such a beautiful world out of chaos.  The One who put the world in order, from the 
smallest and simplest, to the most complex, the One who is the Alpha and Omega.  The Sovereign and Eternal 
One.   And yet, this Creator loves with a compassion that knows no limits.  The Christ who is God’s Anointed, is 
indeed an example of God’s love, a prophet, a teacher, and a healer, but more than that, Jesus is the Christ – 
anointed not by humans, but by God, the One who came from God.  Jesus’ love is salvific.  Jesus showed us who 
God is and the kind of love God creates and extends.  It is because of that kind of love that I can safely accept 
him as my Lord and Savior.  It is because of my faith in Christ’s love, and relationship with him, that I follow him, 
and hope that his ways become my ways. The Holy Spirit is who guides us and empowers us to open ourselves 
to those ways and moves us to live out our faith.  The Holy Spirit continues to help us in discernment, and in 
listening for God – the Three in One. 
 

Scripture is key to my faith.  It is God’s message of love and hope to all the world.  It is fluid, revealing God’s self 
and God’s hopeful reign for all the world.  I believe scripture is the inspired word of God, and should be read 
prayerfully, carefully, and critically, with the knowledge that it was written for a certain group of people at a 
certain time, and in certain circumstances.  It speaks to us as well through the power of the Holy Spirit and 
careful examination. 
 

We have received an amazing gift of God’s presence, love, and good news, revealed to us through these signs 
of grace, through the Trinity, and through Scripture.  It is our responsibility to spread this good news and love to 
the rest of the world.  Sometimes it is through words, but it is more clearly communicated in deed.  It is our 
responsibility to let everyone know that we are all God’s beloved children, and in every action show love of 
God, and love of neighbor – and everyone is our neighbor.  That is our mission as believers and beloved. 
 

It is my prayer that God’s presence, Christ’s teaching, and the power of the Holy Spirit will continually transform 
me, so that I can be an appropriate bearer to all the world (Matthew 28:19) of the good news, that is powerful, 
healing, and eternal.    
 

11.1.3 Receiving Rev. Bill Bond as a Temporary Member 
MOTION: That the Presbytery of East Tennessee enroll Rev. Bill Bond as a temporary member of the presbytery 
in accordance with the Book of Order (G-2.0505) 

Rev. Bill Bond 
Journey of Faith 

I was born into a Christian family and raised as a Southern Baptist. This provided me a place to grow and be 
nurtured by Christians in my home and churches. I accepted Christ as savior in April 1962 and was soon 
baptized by immersion. I was taught the salvation of Christ and the integral role of the Church and the Bible in 
my spiritual development. I always questioned both, and I always learned from those experiences. 
 

In 1969, I first felt called to ministry, a calling I did not want or understand. I discussed this with my pastor, who 
told me to forget it. He said that God calling me was something I would grow to understand. Instead of focusing 
on religious things, I should learn as much as I could about everything else, so that if indeed I was being called 
to be a pastor, I would be able to talk with and relate to as many kinds of people as possible. 
 

My mystic relationship with Christ began with a book, “Prayer Conversing with God,” was given to our youth 
group at church. I joined a small group of friends twice a week to pray using the model presented in the book.  
In a small house soon to be demolished, my understanding of prayer and being in the presence of God was 
demolished, and it was replaced with a life-long desire to seek God. 
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When I went to Davidson College (Presbyterian), I studied world religions, trying to discern if I was a Christan by 
accident of birth, or if I believed Christianity was the truth.  After two years of study or world religions and 
traditions, I found myself at 1 a.m. at the altar of a sanctuary that was supposed to be locked, praying and 
confessing again my faith and accepting my calling. My first congregation was Love Valley Presbyterian Church, 
which could not afford the pay scale for a Presbyterian student pastor.  
 

For many reasons, my seminary training was diverse and included work at Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary (where I received my M.Div.), Catholic University, Wesley Theological Seminary (Methodist), and St. 
Elizabeth’s Hospital (CPE). My M.Div. was granted by Southeastern but included credit work from my work at all 
four institutions. I studied for a D.Min. degree with Covenant Theological Seminary in St. Louis (not completed). 
I have additional training in pastor counseling including work at the Psychiatric Institute of Washington, DC. I 
was initially ordained in the American and Southern Baptist Conventions in 1979 and by the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church in 2007. 
 

In 1980, as an Associate Pastor, I found myself walking away from the grave of a child, telling God I obviously 
had nothing to say outside of what I was trained to give. God clearly spoke to me, telling me I had to base my 
ministry and teaching on the Bible, or I had to leave the ministry. A biblical focus remains my practice. I served 
in dually aligned Baptist churches for 17 years. In 1994, I was called to a 1500-member Southern Baptist 
congregation in Chattanooga. In 1998, my wife and I knew we could no longer work in Baptist denominations, 
and I left the Baptist pastorate.  
 

When my wife and I were invited to read the Faith and Message of the Cumberland Presbyterian Churches, we 
felt at peace with their approach to liturgy (long a personal love from my time at Catholic University) and 
inclusion. I served as a bi-vocational pastor in Charleston Cumberland Presbyterian Church for 14 years. When I 
retired in 2022, it was obvious that another fundamentalist movement was edging the Cumberlands to be 
exclusive of the LGBTQ community. That was not negotiable for me and my wife. After study and visiting 
different congregations, we were led to be a part of Rivermont Presbyterian Church, enjoying its members and 
pleased to be in a congregation that was cruciform in its ministry and inclusive of anyone who would join would 
join their service and worship. 
 

While pastoring during Covid, I was convicted to ask what type of church I should pastor or join. The result was 
a 36-part series on the Sermon on the Mount.  I believe the church should fully reflect and affirm the Red-Letter 
sermon Christ gave and seek to internalize its teachings. The Sermon on the Mount is foundational in my faith 
as I seek to continue to grow spiritually. 
 

Rev. Bill Bond 
Statement of Faith 

I believe that God is the Eternal King, infinite and unchanging—perfect in holiness, wisdom, goodness, justice, 
power, and love. God has always existed as the one true God in three persons: the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit—equal in power and glory, united in essence. God is like Jesus. God has always been like Jesus. 
There was never a time when God was not like Jesus. We did not always know that before the incarnation, but 
we do now. 
I believe God’s kingdom has no end. God created everything through His Son, the eternal Word. God sustains 
and rules over all things. Everything God created was made was good. 
I believe God made humans in God’s image for relationship to God and to each other, and to reflect God in our 
lives.  
I believe God holds everything together through Jesus Christ’s power. By the Holy Spirit, we are led to Jesus for 
salvation. 
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I believe God fulfilled His promises to Israel by sending the Son, Jesus Christ. Conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary, Jesus is fully God and fully human. He is the fulfillment of what 
humanity was created to be. Anointed as the Father, He began God’s kingdom work—preaching good news, 
healing the sick, casting out demons, and raising the dead. He formed His Church to continue that work. Jesus 
died destroying the power of death and was vindicated by the Father through the resurrection. Christ now rules 
the universe from heaven. Christ now fills all things everywhere with himself 
I believe the Holy Spirit was poured out at Pentecost, bringing power to the Church. The Spirit baptizes 
believers into the Church, the Body of Christ, and gives spiritual gifts. The Spirit lives in us, helping us worship, 
grow in holiness, serve others, and share the gospel with power. The Holy Spirit lives in every believer and is 
our constant helper, teacher, and guide. I believe in being filled and empowered by the Spirit, often in a 
personal and noticeable way.  
I believe the Bible is God’s Word in that God makes it God’s Word. Jesus Christ is the true Word of God. The 
Bible is the inspired, canonized witness to the Word of God who is Jesus Christ — the Word made flesh. Only 
Jesus Christ is the inerrant and infallible, perfect and divine Word of God. We come to accept the Bible as 
authoritative through the witness of Christ and the church. Without first appealing to Christ and then secondly 
to the church, we cannot account for how the Christian Bible came into being. In the course of obeying the 
Great Commission the church composed, collected, and canonized certain writings that became the New 
Testament and embraced the Septuagint from the Church’s beginning. I believe the Scriptures as authoritative 
in the Christian faith, but the Bible is not where we begin. 
I believe Jesus Christ makes all things new (apokatastasis). As Pantacrator, Our Lord, Christ rules the universe 
which is the Kingdom of God. 
I believe Jesus gave the Church two sacraments: water baptism and the Lord’s Supper. In the Lord’s Supper, 
Christ is made present in our lives. Baptism is the portal into the church now and hurls us into the future, 
making us all a proof of the world to come. In baptism we are identified with Christ. 
I believe, as a member of the Reformed Catholic Church, in the ancient teachings of the Church, including the 
Apostle’s Creed and the Nicene Creed. The Church is the resurrection body of Christ, and it should an 
encouraging community, mystical, revolutionary and cruciform 
 

11.2 Leadership Council 
Moderator: Rev. Wendy Neff, wendy@presbyteryeasttn.org 

For Information: 
The Leadership council met December 9, 2025 and January 14, 2026. The following items are information: 

• Approved the minutes from the Nov 18, 2025 presbytery meeting. 
• Approved a Young Pastor’s axe throwing fellowship event on Feb 8, 2026. The entry cost for participants 

will be paid with funds from the Workshop and Retreat designated fund. 
• Approved the Presbytery’s Black History month worship service for Feb 22, 2026, at 3pm at Fourth United 

Presbyterian Church. Approved the plan for Presbytery civil rights day trips in the Knoxville area. 
• Approved the appointment of an Administrative Commission to dissolve Houston Memorial Presbyterian 

Church. We learned in an email from Ron Keese, Commissioned pastor at Houston Memorial, on January 
7, 2026, that the congregation had their last worship service at the end of 2024 and had “signed” the title 
of the property to Revolution Church. We have since learned that the title was not ever recorded and the 
presbytery’s attorney is working with the AC to determine next steps regarding the property and 
dissolving the congregation. 

• Approved the rezoning application for the Renaissance Presbyterian Church property. 

mailto:wendy@presbyteryeasttn.org
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• Noted that John Thomason (elder Farragut), Carl McDonald (elder New Providence), Wyn Bryant (HR), and 

Phyllis Driver(elder First, Knoxville) were appointed to serve on the Administrative Commission for the 

dissolution of New Prospect and Houston Memorial.  

• Began the process of appointing members of the presbytery to serve on the Visioning Task Force. 
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Presbytery of East Tennessee
Statement of Activity

January - December 2025

TOTAL

JAN - DEC 2025 JAN - DEC 2024 (PY)

Revenue

41000 PET Income

41001 PET Contributions/Offerings 537,866.23 539,507.17

41002 PET Other Income 4,620.31 5,199.25

41003 PET Mission and Ministry Fund 110,000.00 99,000.00

Total 41000 PET Income 652,486.54 643,706.42

Total Revenue $652,486.54 $643,706.42

GROSS PROFIT $652,486.54 $643,706.42

Expenditures

61000 PET Operating Budget

61200 Congregational Development Team 4,492.89 4,000.00

61400 Equip Team

61402 UTC Campus Ministry 35,000.00 35,000.00

61403 UTK Campus Ministry 35,000.00 35,000.00

61404 MAST 20,000.00 20,000.00

Total 61400 Equip Team 90,000.00 90,000.00

61500 Finance & Stewardship

61501 Accounting Services 22,452.86 29,089.98

61502 Audit 3,125.00

61503 Miscellaneous/Contingency 9,967.71 9,360.05

Total 61500 Finance & Stewardship 32,420.57 41,575.03

61550 Outdoors Ministry Team

61551 John Knox Center 110,000.00 110,000.00

Total 61550 Outdoors Ministry Team 110,000.00 110,000.00

61600 Per Capita

61601 Per Capita - GA 88,169.00 84,995.00

61602 Per Capita - Synod 34,403.00 34,519.00

Total 61600 Per Capita 122,572.00 119,514.00

61700 Personnel Committee

61710 General Presbyter

61711 Presbyter - Salary 60,564.00 58,800.00

61712 Presbyter - Housing 25,956.00 25,200.00

61713 Presbyter - SECA 6,426.00 6,426.00

61714 Presbyter - Medical 28,166.90 22,628.00

61715 Presbyter - Pension 7,140.00 6,545.00

61716 Presbyter - Death/Disability 840.00 884.00
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TOTAL

JAN - DEC 2025 JAN - DEC 2024 (PY)

Total 61710 General Presbyter 129,092.90 120,483.00

61720 Presbytery Administrator

61721 Presbytery Admin - Salary 61,800.00 54,703.48

61723 Presbytery Admin - Pension 5,100.00 4,250.00

61724 Presbytery Admin - Death/Disabi 900.00 710.92

Total 61720 Presbytery Administrator 67,800.00 59,664.40

61730 Stated Clerk 14,217.97 13,803.96

61740 Treasurer 14,384.03 13,965.36

61750 PET FICA 12,040.49 11,298.97

61760 Other Personnel Expense

61761 Continuing Education 1,795.00

61762 Professional Expense 15,941.26 18,354.54

Total 61760 Other Personnel Expense 17,736.26 18,354.54

Total 61700 Personnel Committee 255,271.65 237,570.23

61800 Property & Office

61801 Insurance 10,136.10 8,260.94

61802 Telephone 1,811.94

61803 Office Supplies 5,107.81 3,030.25

61804 IT Infrastructure 9,614.45 8,141.46

61805 Travel/Meals/Dues 4,378.50 2,291.75

Total 61800 Property & Office 31,048.80 21,724.40

61900 Serve

61901 Morgan Scott 3,000.00 3,000.00

61902 Newton Center 3,000.00 3,000.00

61903 Sunset Gap 3,000.00 3,000.00

61904 Shared Mission 2,500.00 2,500.00

61905 Matthew 25 Initiative 3,000.00 4,299.99

Total 61900 Serve 14,500.00 15,799.99

61950 Youth Committee (YC) 9,400.00 5,000.00

Total 61000 PET Operating Budget 669,705.91 645,183.65

63000 Special Fund Expense (17,219.37) (1,477.23)

66000 Payroll Expenses

Taxes 0.00 0.00

Wages 0.00 0.00

Total 66000 Payroll Expenses 0.00 0.00

Total Expenditures $652,486.54 $643,706.42

NET OPERATING REVENUE $0.00 $0.00

NET REVENUE $0.00 $0.00
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John Knox Center
Statement of Activity

January - December 2025

TOTAL

JAN - DEC 2025 JAN - DEC 2024 (PY)

Revenue

42000 JKC Income

42010 JKC Contriubtions/Offerings 91,468.53 69,236.61

42020 User Fees 35,695.50 38,021.26

42030 Retreats 1,265.00 11,750.00

42040 Merchandise

42041 JKC Merchandise 1,743.00 4,368.43

Total 42040 Merchandise 1,743.00 4,368.43

42050 Program

42051 General Program 3,825.20 5,973.00

42052 Summer Program 40,085.00 87,510.00

42053 EE Program 106,393.80 79,699.20

Total 42050 Program 150,304.00 173,182.20

42060 Food Services 44,393.00 46,192.42

42100 Other Income

42110 PET Designated Contribution 110,000.00 110,000.00

Total 42100 Other Income 110,000.00 110,000.00

Total 42000 JKC Income 434,869.03 452,750.92

Total Revenue $434,869.03 $452,750.92

GROSS PROFIT $434,869.03 $452,750.92

Expenditures

62000 JKC Operating Budget

62100 Office Administration 3,556.25

62101 JKC Administrative Supplies 9,338.41 13,819.60

62102 JKC Postage 870.11 97.95

62103 JKC Public Relations 742.80 429.50

62104 JKC Merchandise 205.09 202.85

62105 JKC Dues/Fees 1,055.00 2,644.00

62106 JKC IT Infrastructure 2,671.94 2,607.66

62107 JKC Credit Card Processing 1,572.42 2,693.72

62108 JKC Administrative Fuel 1,935.20 881.43

62109 JKC Accounting Service 10,555.95 10,381.68

Total 62100 Office Administration 32,503.17 33,758.39
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TOTAL

JAN - DEC 2025 JAN - DEC 2024 (PY)

62200 Personnel

62210 JKC Director

62211 JKC Director - Salary 28,128.39 59,179.01

62212 JKC Director - Medical 5,276.82 9,682.32

62213 JKC Director - Pension 8,033.10 4,757.40

62214 JKC Director - Death/Disability 997.92 559.68

62215 JKC Director - Cont. Ed. 1,281.00 99.00

Total 62210 JKC Director 43,717.23 74,277.41

62220 JKC Program Director

62221 JKC Program Director - Salary 30,127.23 11,812.60

62222 JKC Program Director - Medical 6,918.50 3,841.13

62223 JKC Program Director - Pension 2,481.07 1,343.94

62224 JKC Program Director - D&D 437.78 158.14

62225 JKC Program Director - Cont. Ed 947.99 160.00

Total 62220 JKC Program Director 40,912.57 17,315.81

62230 JKC Administrative Assistant

62231 JKC Admin Asst - Salary 4,659.90 31,880.00

Total 62230 JKC Administrative Assistant 4,659.90 31,880.00

62260 Hourly / Seasonal Staff

62261 JKC Summer Program Staff 14,755.00 13,011.00

62262 JKC EE Staff 26,290.01 22,013.36

62263 JKC Program Staff 7,827.14 1,920.00

62264 JKC Housekeeping Staff 1,650.00 1,710.00

62265 JKC Food Service Staff 10,050.00 2,430.00

62266 JKC Miscellaneous Staff 10,234.00 11,871.68

Total 62260 Hourly / Seasonal Staff 70,806.15 52,956.04

62270 JKC FICA 15,250.31 11,866.39

62280 JKC Transitional Director

62281 JKC Transitional Director - Salary 66,522.84

Total 62280 JKC Transitional Director 66,522.84

Total 62200 Personnel 241,869.00 188,295.65

62300 Summer Program 341.52

62301 Summer Program Supplies 3,318.89 3,922.87

62302 Equipment Rental 2,383.69 1,099.28

62303 Summer Program Fuel 456.80 748.87

Total 62300 Summer Program 6,500.90 5,771.02

62400 Environmental Education Program

62401 EE Materials 6,480.87 3,435.77

62402 EE Animal Supplies 2,408.37 1,518.10

62403 EE Merchandise 74.97

62404 EE Fuel 627.18 142.57

Total 62400 Environmental Education Program 9,516.42 5,171.41

62500 Programs

62502 Ropes Course Maintenance 10,289.90 3,363.93

62503 Ropes Course Inspection 1,000.00 2,164.95

Total 62500 Programs 11,289.90 5,528.88
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TOTAL

JAN - DEC 2025 JAN - DEC 2024 (PY)

62600 Food Service 36.31

62601 Food Supplies 68,040.66 95,152.32

62602 Equipment Purchase 492.87 4,622.10

62603 Food Service Fuel 264.08 200.96

Total 62600 Food Service 68,833.92 99,975.38

62700 Property

62701 JKC Property Fuel 1,912.60 1,798.01

62702 JKC Property Maintenance 7,072.13 4,947.61

62703 JKC Building Maintenance 11,879.81 8,128.04

62704 JKC Equipment Maintenance 4,287.53 5,494.62

62705 JKC Vehicle Maintenance 6,224.41 3,513.43

62706 JKC Cleaning & Sanitation 4,587.11 6,376.96

62707 JKC Insurance 34,339.71 26,732.38

Total 62700 Property 70,303.30 56,991.05

62800 Utilities

62801 JKC Electricity 26,818.77 24,333.63

62802 JKC Telephone 3,370.92 3,309.01

62803 JKC Water 5,762.90 5,511.55

62804 JKC Propane 6,150.46 4,816.50

Total 62800 Utilities 42,103.05 37,970.69

Total 62000 JKC Operating Budget 482,919.66 433,462.47

63000 Special Fund Expense (48,050.63) 19,288.45

66000 Payroll Expenses

Taxes 0.00 0.00

Wages 0.00 0.00

Total 66000 Payroll Expenses 0.00 0.00

Total Expenditures $434,869.03 $452,750.92

NET OPERATING REVENUE $0.00 $0.00

NET REVENUE $0.00 $0.00
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Presbytery of East Tennessee
Balance Sheet

As of December 31, 2025

TOTAL

ASSETS

Current Assets

Bank Accounts

10000 Checking

10100 1st TN Checking 173,615.16

Total 10000 Checking 173,615.16

10700 Brokerage

10710 Fidelity 0.00

10710-10 Fidelity - PET 972,878.62

10710-2 Fidelity - Sam Wolfe 45,049.99

10710-3 Fidelity - Spring Place 305,240.24

Total 10710 Fidelity 1,323,168.85

10720 1st TN Brokerage 249,428.36

10730 PILP 298,259.16

10740 Worden, Rechenbach & Brooke 4,151,550.89

10750 Home Federal Bank 0.00

10760 Wells Fargo 0.00

Total 10700 Brokerage 6,022,407.26

Total Bank Accounts $6,196,022.42

Other Current Assets

11100 Petty Cash 160.49

11200 Paypal 378.09

12000 Undeposited Funds 0.00

Payroll Refunds 0.00

QuickBooks Tax Holding Account 4,717.17

Repayment

Payroll YTD Correction 0.00

Total Repayment 0.00

Total Other Current Assets $5,255.75

Total Current Assets $6,201,278.17
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TOTAL

Other Assets

18000 Church Loans Receivable

18001 Center 0.00

18002 First Sweetwater 18,480.00

18003 First Lenoir City 0.00

18004 Bethel 0.00

18006 Madisonville 0.00

18008 Emmanuel 0.00

18009 Washington 100,906.88

18010 Graystone 1,250.00

18011 Highland 25,583.14

18012 Northside Chattanooga 10,000.00

18013 First, Rockwood 0.00

Total 18000 Church Loans Receivable 156,220.02

Total Other Assets $156,220.02

TOTAL ASSETS $6,357,498.19

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY

Liabilities

Current Liabilities

Accounts Payable

20100 Accounts Payable 0.00

Total Accounts Payable $0.00

Credit Cards

20150 Credit Card Payable

20151 American Express CC 1,418.61

20152 Lowes CC 0.00

20153 First Tennessee CC 0.00

20154 Capital One CC 0.00

20155 20155 Ramp Card 4,088.41

Total 20150 Credit Card Payable 5,507.02

Total Credit Cards $5,507.02

Other Current Liabilities

24000 Payroll Liabilities

24002 403B Payable 605.25

24003 Flex Spending Account Payable 3,574.76

24004 Dental Payable (285.06)

AL Income Tax 0.00

Dental Pre-tax 0.00

Federal Taxes (941/944) 4,717.17

GA Income Tax 0.00

IL Income Tax 0.00

KS Income Tax 0.00

NC Income Tax 0.00

NJ Income Tax 0.00

SC Income Tax 0.00

Supplemental Death 7.23

TN Quarterly Taxes 0.00

Vision Pre-Tax 16.08
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TOTAL

Total 24000 Payroll Liabilities 8,635.43

24100 Donor Restricted Payable

24101 Donor Benevolences 41,207.27

24102 GA Benevolences 8,963.56

24103 Synod Benevolences (124.10)

24104 Theological Education Fund 0.00

Total 24100 Donor Restricted Payable 50,046.73

24200 Deposit Escrow 0.00

24201 Escrow - Retreats 3,265.00

24202 Escrow - Summer Program 350.00

24203 Escrow - EE Program 500.00

24204 Escrow - Guest Group 4,225.00

Total 24200 Deposit Escrow 8,340.00

Direct Deposit Payable 0.00

Total Other Current Liabilities $67,022.16

Total Current Liabilities $72,529.18

Long-Term Liabilities

29000 Notes Payable

29001 SBA Paycheck Protection Program 0.00

Total 29000 Notes Payable 0.00

Total Long-Term Liabilities $0.00

Total Liabilities $72,529.18

Equity

30000 General 0.00

30100 Current Year R/E

30110 JKC Current Year R/E 0.00

30120 PET Current Year R/E 0.00

Total 30100 Current Year R/E 0.00

30140 PET Retainined Earnings 520,000.00

30141 PET Mission Fund 3,618,448.44

30142 Sam Wolfe Trust 45,049.99

30143 C. A. Jordan Estate 36,387.81

30146 2021 Budget Funds 0.00

30200 Administration

30201 McCall Technology 1,213.79

30202 Administrative Commission 22,712.45

30203 Synod - Technology Fund 0.00

30205 Zane Scholarship 5,068.53

30206 Loaves & Fishes 17,034.48

30208 Loan Fund 942,647.43

30209 Spring Place Cemetary 547,376.60

30210 Sarah S Blankenship Memorial Fund 11,820.81

Total 30200 Administration 1,547,874.09



 !"#$%& '()*+$*% ,& ,-,. -/012 3 4 56-70-- 987

TOTAL

30300 Committee on Ministry

30301 Church Discretionary Fund 694.65

30302 Church Professionals 4,388.51

30303 Conflict Managment/Pastor Care 4,007.87

30305 Minister Emergency 484.16

Total 30300 Committee on Ministry 9,575.19

30350 Committee for Preparation for Ministry

30304 CLP Program Fund 1,241.65

Total 30350 Committee for Preparation for Ministry 1,241.65

30400 Congregational Development Team

30404 Syndeo 0.00

30405 Syndeo - Congregation 0.00

Total 30400 Congregational Development Team 0.00

30500 Equip

30501 APCE 17.80

30502 Big Tent Scholarships 1,950.00

30503 Continuing Education 746.95

30504 Workshops & Retreats 6,171.32

Total 30500 Equip 8,886.07

30600 Outdoor Ministry Team

30601 JKC Renovations 0.00

30602 JKC Waterfront 7,183.28

30603 JKC Etowah Church Fund 200,384.70

30604 JKC Consultant Fund 9,829.98

30605 JKC Restricted Donations 22,113.50

30606 JKC Unrestricted Donations (6,754.57)

30607 JKC Scholarship 2,113.42

30608 JKC Cabin Renovations 0.00

30609 JKC Program Fund 13,731.31

30610 JKC Retained Earnings (8,098.54)

30611 Pavilion Upgrade 0.00

Total 30600 Outdoor Ministry Team 240,503.08

30700 Serve Team

30701 PET Disaster Response 32,632.76

30702 Cents-Ability 9,008.47

30703 Peacemaking 2,784.27

30704 Gatlinburg Fire - PET 3,957.63

30705 PET Mission Trips 888.89

30706 Carbon Footprint Fund 6,553.24

Total 30700 Serve Team 55,825.26

30800 Youth Committee

30801 Youth Ministry 23,038.33

30802 Youth Triennium 6,672.11

30803 E. Jaynes Scholarship 2,607.89

Total 30800 Youth Committee 32,318.33
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For Action: 

11.2.2  Communion Permission 
MOTION: That the Presbytery of East Tennessee would grant permission for the Sacrament of Communion 
to be served at Presbytery Meetings as well as at John Knox Center. 
 

11.2.3 Nomination for Nominating Committee (consent agenda) 
MOTION:  That the Presbytery of East Tennessee elect Doris Thomas to serve on the Nominating 
Committee class of 2028.  
  

11.2.4  PET Budget 
MOTION: That the Presbytery of East Tennessee approve the following budget for 2026.   

 

Rationale: The 2026 budget is largely static. Income from congregations has leveled in recent years. That 
income is the same as for 2025. The PET Mission fund draw has increased as we anticipated. This year PET is 
participating in a pilot study regarding remittance to General Assembly. Our “required” giving will be lower 
than per capita would have been. We have moved the savings to an undesignated mission line to be used for 
ministry and mission at all levels of the church. Per capita to Synod remains the same as it was in 2025. The 
budget includes a 3% cost of living raise for staff. All the ministry and missions remain funded in 2026. To 
balance the budget, though, giving to JKC and Mast have each been reduced by $10,000. The youth fund is at 
$10,000 instead of the $12,500 in 2025. In 2025, there were donations to the youth fund that totaled 
$3,100.00. The Presbytery budget contributed the other $9400 so that they had the $12500 that had been 
approved in the budget. Youth programming only spent $6000 in 2025. Therefore, the reduction from $12500 
in 2025 to $10,000 in 2026. 

 
 
 



Actual* Budget Actual* Budget Budget % Change

Income
Pledges/Contributions 539,507        544,000           537,866        538,552           537,000.00     -0.3%
Other Income 5,199             -                    4,620            -                    -                    N/A
PET Mission and Ministry Fund 99,000          99,000             110,000        110,000           118,000.00     8.1%

Total Income 643,706        643,000           652,487        648,552           655,000.00     1.0%

Operating Expenses

General
Ministry Preparations -                 500                   -                 500                   500.00             0.0%
Congregational Development 4,000             5,000               4,493            5,000               5,000.00          0.0%
UTC Campus Ministry 35,000          35,000             35,000          35,000             35,000.00       0.0%
UTK Campus Ministry 35,000          35,000             35,000          35,000             35,000.00       0.0%
MAST 20,000          20,000             20,000          20,000             10,000.00       -50.0%
Morgan Scott 3,000             3,000               3,000            3,000               3,000.00          0.0%
Newton Center 3,000             3,000               3,000            3,000               3,000.00          0.0%
Sunset Gap 3,000             3,000               3,000            3,000               3,000.00          0.0%
Shared Mission 2,500             2,500               2,500            2,500               2,500.00          0.0%
Serve General Expense 4,300             5,000               3,000            5,000               5,000.00          0.0%
PET Contribution | PET Youth Fund 5,000             5,000               9,400            12,500             10,000.00       -50.0%
PET Contribution | John Knox Center 110,000        110,000           110,000        110,000           100,000.00     -9.1%

Finance
Accounting Services 29,090          25,000             22,453          25,000             25,000.00       0.0%
Audit 3,125             6,500               -                 6,500               6,500.00          0.0%
Miscellaneous - Contingency 9,360             545                   9,968            547                   31,405.05       5665.2%

Per Capita
General Assembly ( 2025 - 8,644 members @$10.20; 11% of 2025 Contributions) 84,995          84,995             88,169          88,169             59,165.29       -34.1%
Synod ( 2026 - 7,832 members @ $3.98) 34,519          34,519             34,403          34,403             31,171.36       -9.4%

Personnel
General Presbyter

Salary 58,800          58,800             60,564          60,564             62,380.92       3.1%
Housing 25,200          25,200             25,956          25,956             26,734.68       3.1%
SECA 6,426             6,426               6,426            6,619               6,817.34          
Medical 22,628          22,680             28,167          28,552             31,011.00       
Pension 6,545             7,140               7,140            7,354               7,574.83          
Death/Disability 884                840                   840                865                   1,336.73          

Office Manager
Salary 54,703          60,000             61,800          61,800             63,654.00       3.1%
Medical -                 -                    -                 -                    -                    N/A
Pension 4,250             5,100               5,100            5,253               5,410.59          
Death/Disability 711                672                   900                -                    954.81             

Stated Clerk 13,804          13,804             14,218          14,218             14,644.66       3.1%
Treasurer 13,965          13,965             14,384          14,384             14,815.51       3.1%
FICA 11,299          6,714               12,040          6,916               7,123.23          
Other Personnel Exp

Presbyter Continuing Education -                 2,000               1,795            2,000               2,000.00          0.0%
Presbyter Professional Expense 18,355          17,000             15,941          17,000             17,000.00       0.0%

Office Expenses
Insurance 8,261             8,500               10,136          8,500               10,000.00       17.6%
Telephones -                 1,200               1,812            -                    1,800.00          150.0%
Office Supplies 3,518             3,400               5,108            3,400               4,000.00          17.6%
IT Infrastructure 8,141             7,000               9,614            7,000               10,000.00       42.9%
Travel/Meals/Dues 2,292             3,000               4,379            2,500               2,500.00          0.0%

Total Expenses 645,671        642,000           669,706        662,000           655,000.00     

Income 643,706        643,000           652,487        648,552           655,000.00     1.0%
Expenses 645,671        642,000           669,706        662,000           655,000.00     -1.1%

Net Income / (Loss) (1,965)           1,000.00          (17,219)         (13,448.00)      -                    N/A

*Draft version

PET Financial Activity Comparison

2024 2025 2026
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11.3 Nominating Committee 
Moderator: Rev. Sharon Youngs, revsky16@gmail.com 
 

11.4 Administrative Commission 
Moderator: John Thomason, jht854@gmail.com  

For Action: 
Background 
The Administrative Commission members are: John Thomason, RE Farragut, Carl McDonald, RE New 
Providence, Phyllis Driver, RE First Knoxville, Rev Wynn Bryant, HR. 
 

New Prospect Presbyterian Church was established five miles south of downtown Knoxville in1834. On 
December 28, 2025 they held their final worship service and Congregational Meeting in which they took the 
following actions: A motion was made, seconded and passed to dissolve New Prospect Presbyterian Church. 
 

A motion was made seconded and passed by to donate all their church real property, excluding the cemetery, 
to Ijams Nature Center. 
 

A motion was made seconded and passed by to transfer the perpetual care of the cemetery associated with 
New Prospect Presbyterian Church to the Presbytery of East Tennessee. 
 

The following motion is hereby submitted to the Presbytery: 
MOTION: With grateful hearts for the many ways in which God has blessed and used New Prospect 
Presbyterian Church in Knoxville, TN since 1834, and in prayerful anticipation of the ways God will 
continue to be at work in those members as they live out their Christian witness elsewhere, the motion 
is made that the Presbytery East Tennessee approve the dissolution of the New Prospect Presbyterian 
Church, effective Dec 31, 2025. 
 

That the Administrative Commission be authorized to receive the Session Records and deposit them 
with the Stated Clerk of the Presbytery who will forward them to the Presbyterian Historical Society. 
That the Stated Clerk of the Presbytery of East Tennessee be authorized to grant letters of dismissal to 
members whose names are still on the roll. We would limit this to a one year grant to encourage 
movement in finding new church. 
 

Under Form of Government, Chapter VII, Section 2 and Section 4 (G-4.0203, G-4.0404, G4.0205) the 
property of the New Hope Presbyterian Church is held in trust for the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). The 
Administrative Commission of the Presbytery of East Tennessee is authorized to take possession of all 
real and personal property, financial records, inventories of equipment, and arrange for transfer of title 
to the Presbytery of all accounts and CEMETERY real property known to be in the possession of New 
Prospect Presbyterian Church. 
That the Administrative Commission of Presbytery be granted authority to transfer as a gift all of the 
real property known to be in the possession of New Prospect Presbyterian Church excluding the 
CEMETERY to Ijams Nature Center of Knoxville. 
 

That the Administrative Commission is granted authority to set the terms and conditions regarding the 
transfers of all assets including all real properties. 
 

Respectfully Submitted 
John H Thomason 
Moderator of the Administrative Commission 
 

Presentation of the History of New Prospect Presbyterian Church of Knoxville by Rev Wynn Bryant, HR . 

mailto:revsky16@gmail.com
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12  Stated Clerk’s Report 
Rev. Laura Becker, laura@presbyteryeasttn.org 

For Information: 
• Thank you to all of our Clerks of Session who are working on submitting annual Statistical Reports! These 

are important reports that help our denomination get a snapshot of our congregations and presbytery. 
Statistics must be submitted by February 20, 2026. 
 

• Thank you to the following churches who submitted their 2024 Session and Congregational Minutes for 
Review in the fall of 2025: 

 

Baker’s Creek  
Bethel 
Center 
Emmanuel 
Fairfield Glade Community Church 
First, Cleveland 
First, Knoxville 
First, Lenoir City 
First, Oak Ridge 
First, Rockwood 
First, Sevierville 

First, Soddy Daisy 
Fountain City 
Gatlinburg 
Graystone 
Highland 
Lake Hills 
Lancing 
Madisonville 
Mars Hill 
New Providence 
Northminster 

Northside 
Renaissance 
Rivermont 
Rocky Springs 
Second, Chattanooga 
Second, Knoxville 
Shiloh 
Wartburg 
Washington 
West Emory 
Westminster 

13 General Presbyter’s Report 
Rev. Dr. Wendy Neff, wendy@presbyteryeasttn.org 

Dear Friends,  
Since the last presbytery meeting, the leadership of the presbytery has been hard at work and I’m grateful to be 
able to work alongside them.  The Leadership Council has met twice.  The first meeting was a bit of getting to 
know one another and learning about their task.  The second meeting was spent largely learning about the 
presbytery’s budget and making the recommendation for 2026.  They asked good questions, wrestled with hard 
realities, and are recommending a faithful budget.   
 

The Leadership Council also appointed the Visioning Task Force.  They will begin meeting regularly and provide 
updates to the presbytery along the way.  I’m excited to work with these awesome Presbyterians in this 
discernment for the mission and ministry of PET.  
 

The Administrative Commission approved at the November presbytery meeting was appointed and began their 
work with the New Prospect Presbyterian Church as they dissolve.  I’m grateful for elders and pastors who have 
done this work in the past and have agreed to do it again.  Their experience as well as the grace with which they 
undertake the work is invaluable.  I’m grateful as well that they agreed to also work on the Houston Memorial 
dissolution that came to our attention in early January.  Leadership Council approved appointing an AC for 
Houston Memorial at its January meeting.   
 

In the first couple of months of Jubilee and doing things differently for a time of transition, the Committee on 
Ministry has been faithful to their work of coming alongside congregations in transition, of examining new 
members of presbytery, and of building relationships with our congregations in ordinary times.  The Outdoor 
Ministry Team met in January and continues to work with JKC staff to guide the ministry there.  The Youth 
Committee is working on the Spring High School retreat.  Peacemaking and CPM continue to meet as well.   

mailto:laura@presbyteryeasttn.org
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And I’m excited that there are a few new initiatives, like the Young Pastor’s fellowship event and the civil rights 
day trips, initiated by members of the presbytery and approved by the Leadership Council. I look forward to the 
months ahead as we discern what God is calling us to do and be about today even as we continue faithful 
ministry in the here and now.  
 

Grace and peace,  
Wendy 

14 Unfinished Business 
 

15  New Business 
 

16  Closing Prayer and Adjournment 
 

17  Roll 
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