Policy for Standing Authorization of Ruling Elders to Administer the
Sacraments Beyond a Particular Commission

(Presbytery of East Tennessee)

Pursuant to G-3.0301b of the Book of Order, which grants the Committee on Ministry authority
to “authorize and oversee the work of commissioned ruling elders,” the Committee on Ministry
may grant standing, term-limited authorization for sacramental leadership beyond a particular

commission.

Such authorization may be granted to:

e A Ruling Elder who is currently commissioned to a congregation or validated ministry
within the Presbytery of East Tennessee; or

e A Ruling Elder who has previously been commissioned by the Presbytery of East
Tennessee and remains in good standing.

Authorization under this policy does not constitute a new commission, nor does it create
presbytery-wide commissioning status.

Approval by the Committee on Ministry shall be sufficient and shall not require additional action
by the presbytery.

Purpose

This policy ensures that congregations—particularly those without installed pastoral
leadership—maintain regular access to the Sacraments while preserving theological integrity,
accountability, and presbytery oversight.

Authorization Process

1. A Ruling Elder seeking standing authorization shall submit a written request to the
Committee on Ministry.
2. The request shall confirm:
o Prior commissioning and examination for sacramental authority;
o Continued good standing within the presbytery;
o Willingness to serve congregations within the bounds of the presbytery when
invited by session.
3. The Committee on Ministry may interview the applicant or request additional clarification
as needed.
4. Upon approval, the Committee on Ministry may grant standing authorization for a defined
term.



Term of Authorization

-_—

. Authorization shall be granted for a term of three (3) years, unless earlier revoked.
2. Authorization may be renewed upon review by the Committee on Ministry.

3. Authorization shall automatically lapse if the individual is no longer in good standing
within the presbytery.

Scope of Authorization

1. Authorization permits the Ruling Elder to administer the Sacraments in congregations
within the Presbytery of East Tennessee when invited by the session of that
congregation.

2. Each congregation remains responsible for extending the invitation and approving the
celebration of the Sacraments.

3. This authorization does not establish an ongoing pastoral authority beyond sacramental
leadership.

Reporting and Oversight

1. Each Ruling Elder granted standing authorization shall submit an annual written report to
the Committee on Ministry that includes:
o Dates and locations of sacramental services
o Number of celebrations of the Lord’s Supper
o Number of Baptisms administered
2. Failure to submit an annual report may result in suspension of authorization.
3. The Committee on Ministry retains authority to review, limit, suspend, or revoke
authorization as part of its constitutional responsibility to oversee commissioned service.

This policy shall be reviewed periodically by the Committee on Ministry to ensure continued
alignment with the Constitution of the PC(USA) and the needs of the presbytery.
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