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Greetings! 
Welcome to the July newsletter of Presbyterian Women of the Presbytery of East 
Tennessee! So much is happening in PWPET that you need to know. There is great 
power in groups of Godly women such as ours.  Read this newsletter to see what 

interests you. Please send your news, photos and comments to Kelly Norrell, Editor, 

at kelly@norrellmedia.com, for the next newsletter. 

 

Save the Date! Fall Spiritual Retreat is Oct. 8 
Save Saturday, Oct. 8 for the Presbyterian Women Fall Spiritual Retreat! Nancy Miller 

Dimmock, the second in three generations of Presbyterian mission co-workers, will 

speak at the beautiful John Knox Center.  Join this presbytery-wide event for lunch 
and a day-long retreat. We’ll hear about Nancy’s mission experiences, how missions 
have changed over the years, and what the Presbyterian Church doing in missions 
now. Most important, we’ll talk about how we can be God’s caring hands and feet on 
the ground. Registration information will be available soon. 



 

 

Nancy Dimmock will speak at the Fall Spiritual Retreat.  She and her husband, 

Frank, devoted more than 30 years to mission service, much of it in public health 
ministries in Africa. Here are Nancy, Frank and their eight children.  

 

2022 Birthday Offering to Aid Missions 
in Maine and Puerto Rico 
The Presbyterian Women of East Tennessee are generous donors to the Birthday 
Offering, which helps fund mission projects across the globe. This year, women in our 
presbytery gave $3251 for the yearly special offering. Recipients of the 2022 offering 
are Mission at the Eastward (MATE) of the McCleary House Transitional Housing in 
Farmington, ME, and Inglesia Presbiteriana de Lares, Puerto Rico. PWPET also gave 
$426.71 for the Least Coin, and $670 for the Presbytery's hunger program. These 
gifts add up and make tangible differences to people around the world. 

PWPET Enjoyed Synod Gathering 
On June 24-5, about 60 women from the Synod of Living Waters virtually attended 

the Triennial Gathering. At least three from East Tennessee attended -- Becky 

Thomason, Loretta Bradley, and Joanne Schuetz. Keynote speaker was the Rev. 

Dr. Carol Bechtel, the 2022-2023 PW Horizons Bible study author, who spoke on 



 

"Celebrating Sabbath.” A number of other excellent speakers gave presentations over 
two days. 
  
Delegates commended the presentation by Carol Bechtel. "It piqued my interest in 
the study of the Sabbath.  It was interesting to hear her speak about why and how 
she developed the study, scriptural basis for the study elements, and various Sabbath 
practices,” Becky said. 
  

She also cited a discussion led by Rev. Joe Genau, pastor of Edgewood 

Presbyterian Church in Birmingham, who spoke on the challenge of revitalizing 
churches.  “Like many PCUSA churches, Edgewood has had a declining number of 
congregants.  Rev. Genau spoke of shifting their focus OUTWARD to the community 
and away from ‘what we’ve always done.’ “ 
  

Loretta praised the session led by the Rev. Joseph Scrivner, pastor of Brown 

Memorial Presbyterian in Tuscaloosa. “Rev. Scrivner thoroughly explained Mathews 
25 as it related to racism and poverty. PW and the PCUSA’s purpose and mission 
includes the eradication of systematic poverty and the dismantling of racism.  This 
session tore my heart because, for 34 years as a TN Social Worker, I served 
Knoxville’s impoverished communities including Knoxville’s Urban Renewal sections. 
God does not recognize skin color or race. We are all his children." 

 

 

Mission Partner Update 
Presbyterian Women of East Tennessee provides support to 11 mission partners. 

Each month, we will provide updates on one or more mission partner. This month, we 

look at Hope House Presbyterian Campus Ministry at the University of Tennessee 

at Chattanooga (UTC) and Morgan Scott Project for Cooperative Christian 

Concerns in Deer Lodge, TN. (See below.) 



 

 

PW aids Hope House Campus Ministry at UTC in its mission of radical hospitality. 
About 47 percent of UTC students are food insecure.  

Hope House Feeds Hungry Students at UTC 
  
Presbyterian Women of East Tennessee are helping to ease a terrible problem among 
students at the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga -- pervasive hunger. About 47 
percent of UTC students reported being food insecure in a survey about four years 

ago, said the Rev. Tricia Dillon Thomas, director of Hope House. "I would imagine 

47 % is a staggeringly low percentage post pandemic."  Today, the food ministry is 
the fastest growing ministry at Hope House. Students can get a Free Tuesday lunch 
sponsored by local churches, and dinner one night a week. There are also leftovers 
and sandwiches available all week. Presbyterian Women volunteer and provide funds 
for Tuesday lunches, prepared by a staff dietitian for more than 175 people. Rev. 
Thomas said Hope House needs: invitations to speak at churches about the ministry; 
financial gifts; volunteers; and prayers. "I have letter after letter from students who 
have told me if it wasn't for Hope House, they would have quit school," she said. 
"They were having to make choices between eating, paying bills and buying their 
books." She said the Presbyterian food ministry and radical hospitality help students 



 

to get their degrees and "break cycles of poverty."  Contact Rev. Thomas at Hope 
House at hopeutc@gmail.com. 

 

Morgan Scott Eases Poverty in Two Counties 
  
Morgan Scott Project in Deer Lodge greatly needs our support to alleviate the effects 
of deep poverty among families in Scott and Morgan counties. Formed in 1972, 
Morgan Scott grapples with many levels of privation.  Donations and volunteers for 
work crews have dropped since the pandemic. Ways we can help include: 
-Financial donations for emergency aid assistance 
--Money and items for the annual Backpack Project in August to outfit children 
returning to school, such as backpacks and supplies like paper, pencils, crayons (no 
boxes over 24 count), folders (with pockets and brads), expo markers, colored 
pencils, hand-held pencil sharpeners, highlighters. 
--Hygiene products like soap, shampoo, feminine products, deodorant, toilet tissue 
--Shelf-stable, protein foods like tuna, canned meats, peanut butter, canned  soup 
and vegetables, boxed mac and cheese 

--volunteers for work groups who make home repairs.  Contact: Crystal Tompkins, 

Director, https://morganscottproject.org/, call 423-965-3131. 

 

PW History Gets Spotlight 
This newsletter is beginning a feature called “Did You Know? Our PW History," edited 

by Historian Suzanne Rushworth. We need your help. “Ours is a rich and interesting 

history in the Presbytery of Living Waters. Starting with this newsletter I will briefly 
highlight some of that rich and interesting PW history,” Suzanne said. 
 
“Please reach back into the PW historical record at your church and send me some 



 

interesting facts about your PW--its beginning, its missions over the years, its past 
leadership  projects. Please include the date/ year if you can. The purpose of this 
section is to remind us of the faithful work of those who came before us. I look 
forward to reading your PW historical facts.” 
Please send items to Suzanne at rushworth.suzanne@gmail.com. 
  

 

 

In 1924, Emily Page Schlesinger and Rose Longgley helped launch what would 
become Northside Neighborhood House.  

 

1924: Caring Women Launch City Mission 
In 1924, two members of Northside Presbyterian Church in Chattanooga, Rose 

Longgley and Emily Page Schlesinger, helped organize and charter North 
Chattanooga Community Center, now Northside Neighborhood House. Concerned 

about the welfare of their neighbors especially in housing and decent bedding for 
families, the local women taught sewing and quilting as a life skill and a means to self- 

sufficiency. These Presbyterian women saw a need and worked to meet that need! 98 

years later their vision continues. To see how visit www.nnhouse.org  -- Suzanne 
Rushworth  



 

PET Churches Seek Peace and Justice 
Over the years, members of Highland Presbyterian Church’s PW group have marched 
to bring attention to various peace and justice causes. On June 11, 2022, a member 
of Highland Presbyterian PW group attended the March for Our Lives in 

Knoxville.  Nearly 300 people gathered in Krutch Park on Market Street.  Organized by 
March for Our Lives, who are survivors of the 2018 shooting at Marjory Stoneman 

Douglas High School in Parkland, FL. the event included such participants as Moms 

Demand Action, Everytown for Gun Safety, Wear Orange and Love is the Answer 

Knoxville. 

  

Knoxville Mayor Indya Kincannon and Tennessee House Representative Gloria 

Johnson spoke to the group.  They emphasized the importance of being registered to 

vote and contacting local, state and national elected officials to make our voices 
heard. To learn more, please visit YouTube at:  https://youtu.be/yo9ZpE_jb1w. 

-Diane Brown, PWPET Representative for Peace and Justice  

 
 

 

 

Powell Presbyterian Church - Powell Presbyterian women assemble and ship 

birthing kits to Dr. Renaud Gerve (in photo on the left) at the ProFamille Clinic in 



 

Haiti. According to UNICEF data of 2020, 10 times as many Haitian children die 
before they are 5 as compared to the United States. Dr. Gerve trains midwives who 
take the kits into the mountains and deliver healthy babies. 

-- Marcia Fisher  

 

 

 
  

Farragut Presbyterian Church -- Farragut Presbyterian Women met for 

their Birthday Offering Luncheon on Saturday, March 26. Linda Nunley, 

Moderator, led the worship service. The women enjoyed a delicious meal catered 

by Ham'N Goodys and a delightful program of bluegrass music directed by 

Brenda Luggie. --Gail Romer  

 



 

Neal Denton, UT Agricultural Extension Agent, speaks to the Cracked Pots 

of Lenoir City. 

 

First Presbyterian Lenoir City has a women’s group called “The Cracked 

Pots.” Inspired by the book, “God Uses Cracked Pots,” by Patsy Clairmont, the 
women have resolved to allow “God’s light to shine through our cracks.” Each 

month they meet for prayers, devotions, and an activity. Recently, they enjoyed a 
program by Neal Denton, UT Agricultural Extension Agent, about “Planting for the 

Pollinators: Save the Bees”. Neal answered questions and explained which flowers, 
shrubs and trees we can plant to support the pollinators. -- Gail Romer 

 

First Presbyterian of Lenoir City has a PW called The Bees who meet 

each Tuesday morning to make handcrafted items for missions. These include 
scarves, caps, lap quilts, prayer shawls, and Christmas stockings to be stuffed and 

delivered by Pastor Ed Umbach or placed in our “Blessing Box.”  We  knit, crochet, 
and transform grocery bags into ground mats for the homeless while Connie 

Umbach leads a devotional. In another project, the women provide small table 
decorations for the lunchrooms of a local retirement center. The residents 

appreciate the the mealtime decor. 
--Gail Romer  

New Providence Presbyterian in Maryville recently held its Spring Gathering and 

presented three women with the Lifetime Membership Award. Honored are Liz Britt for 

extraordinary contributions to NPPC music ministry and as an elder; Sharon Chapman for 

exemplified service to NPPC as an elder, clerk of session, the medical supply ministry plus 

many other activities, and Margaret Ellen Crawford, a circle leader who began the 

church’s TLC (Taking Love of Christ) program which serves homebound/elderly members 



 

and. The group enjoyed a delicious meal together and a good presentation on labyrinth. 

-- Gail Romer and Diane Pezick  

 

 

Diana Curtis, Rachel McCord and Robyn Leitch of First Presbyterian 

Knoxville are among charter members of a new PW circle, Chi Rho. All five circles 

gathered for a Spring Banquet in early May. -- Photo by Katie Norrell  
  

  

 


