PRESBYTERY
OF EAST TENNESSEE

Mandated Policies

Book of Order Requirements
The Book of Order of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) requires that all councils — sessions,
presbyteries, synods, and the General Assembly — shall adopt and implement policies to prevent

misconduct and ensure the safety and well-being of all people within the church’s care (G-
3.0106; G-4.0302).

Every council must have the following written policies in place:
o Sexual Misconduct Prevention Policy
e Child, Youth, and Vulnerable Adult Protection Policy
o Harassment Prevention Policy
e Antiracism Policy

These policies are required for accountability, transparency, and to uphold the church’s call to
justice, equity, and safety in all relationships.

Developing Your Church’s Policies

When creating or updating your congregation’s policies, start by consulting your insurance
carrier. Most church insurers provide templates and best-practice resources.

o Child Safety
o Brotherhood Mutual Child Safety Guide (PDF) — excellent policies and
procedures.
o Guide One Policy Templates — downloadable samples for congregations.
e Antiracism
o COGA Antiracism Guidelines (PDF)
o PC(USA) Antiracism Resources
e Sexual Misconduct
o Presbytery of East Tennessee Sexual Misconduct Policy — available on the PET
Forms and Documents page.
o Sample Church Sexual Misconduct Policy Template (includes harassment
prevention).

Summary:
All congregations are constitutionally required to:

1. Adopt and implement three written policies: sexual misconduct,
child/youth/vulnerable adult protection, and antiracism.

2. Ensure boundary training is completed every three years by ministers, educators,
session members, and key leaders.

3. Use Presbytery, PC(USA), and insurance resources for templates, guidance, and
compliance.


https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/lrxwfs978kiezkkp872ra/Preventing-Child-Abuse_Guidelines-D4.pdf?rlkey=8hvxz23u6wmn37p9fnjnnxurw&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/ar8y2vx4etmde4gkdg8yc/sr-child-protection-policy-church-pdf-1.pdf?rlkey=zagk19xoevt2my7mimc1ha6zs&dl=0
https://www.pcusa.org/
https://pcusa.org/sites/default/files/2024-10/Antiracism_%20Statement_A_%20Corporation_%20Approved_February_14_2022_en.pdf
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