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WELCOME AND THANK YOU! 
Thank you for being a part of the 164th Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of East Tennessee. 
 

“The presbytery is responsible for the government of the church throughout its district, and for assisting 
and supporting the witness of congregations to the sovereign activity of God in the world, so that all 
congregations become communities of faith, hope, love, and witness.” — PCUSA Book of Order, G-3.0301  
 
 

1 Convene 
● 10:00 am - The meeting was opened with prayer by Vice Moderator Rev. Cathy Meyer  
● The Stated Clerk declared that a quorum was present 
● Welcome from Second Presbyterian Church, Chattanooga 
● Introduction of New Commissioners and Guests 
 

2 Rules for In-Person Meetings 
The Stated Clerk, Laura Becker moves the following rules for this meeting. 
In-person participation is governed by Robert’s Rules of Order.  

1. Speakers must go to a microphone, as able.  
2. Share your name and role at the presbytery meeting. 
3. Tell the presbytery whether you’re speaking for or against a motion. 
4. Speak ONLY to the Moderator. 
5. Whenever possible, those speaking will alternate between those speaking for and 

those speaking against a motion. 
6. Presbyters may not rise to speak a second time until all others have had the chance 

to speak a first time. 
7. The Moderator states the motion. 
8. The Moderator takes the vote and announces the vote and the results of the vote. 
9. The Moderator moves on to the next order of business. 

 

3 Land Acknowledgement 
 
The moderator directed the gathered presbytery to read the land acknowledgement:  
Grateful to our Creator God for the ability to gather here today in the land now known as Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, the Presbytery of East Tennessee acknowledges that we meet on the traditional homeland of 
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the ᏣᎳᎫᏪᏘᏱ (Tsalaguwetiyi / Eastern Cherokee), the S’atsoyaha (Yuchi), and the Muscogee (Creek) 
peoples, with historic presence also of the Shawnee. 
From atop Lookout Mountain to the valleys along the Tennessee River, this region has supported human 
life for over 12,000 years. Archeological sites such as Moccasin Bend, Williams Island, Citico Mound, and 
Audubon Acres testify to vibrant Mississippian-period communities who cultivated the land, fished the 
rivers, and honored the Creator through deep relationship with the earth. 
The Muscogee and Yuchi peoples first settled here, followed by the Cherokee Nation, who established 
Ross’s Landing in 1816 under Chief John Ross as a center of Cherokee trade and governance. In 1838, that 
same site became a place of sorrow, as thousands of Cherokee were forcibly removed on the Trail of Tears, 
where nearly 4,000 died. Even the name “Chattanooga,” derived from a Creek word meaning “rock rising 
to a point,” reminds us of the region’s Indigenous roots. 
Today, descendants of these nations—the Cherokee, Muscogee, and Yuchi—continue to honor and 
preserve their heritage and sacred connection to this land. We give thanks for their resilience and presence. 
As members of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), we offer this acknowledgment with humility and hope, 
committing ourselves to truth, reconciliation, and faithful care for God’s creation and all who dwell upon it.  
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4 Setting the Agenda 
Stated Clerk (Laura Becker, laura@presbyteryeasttn.org) moved the Agenda. The moderator asked for 
amendments to the agenda. The Nominating Committee and Committee on Preparation for Ministry 
asked for time on the agenda. They will be added to New Business. There being no objection, the 
agenda was approved as amended.  
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16 New Business 22 

17 Closing Worship with Installation 23 

18 Adjournment 23 

19 Roll 23 

Present 24 

Ministers Present 24 

Commissioned Lay Pastors Present 25 

Churches Present, Represented by Elder Commissioners with Elder Alternates and Visitors 25 

Voting Members Present (not listed elsewhere) 26 

Corresponding Members 26 

Other Visitors Present 26 

Presbytery Staff Present (not listed elsewhere) 26 

Absences 26 

Commissioners Requesting Excuse 26 

Ministers, Commissioned Lay Pastors and Committee Members Requesting Excuse 26 

Churches Requesting Excuse 26 

Commissioners Requesting Excuse for an Early Departure or Late Arrival 27 

Ministers and Commissioned Lay Pastors Absent without Excuse 27 

Churches Not Represented by Elders and Unexcused 27 

19. Approval of Minutes 1 

20. Approval by Synod 1 

 

5 Consent Agenda 
The Vice Moderator, Rev. Cathy Meyer, presented the following items on the Consent Agenda, which were 
approved by common consent without any items being removed.  
 

5.1 Nominating Committee 
 
MOTION: That the Presbytery of East Tennessee approve the following people for service within the 
Presbytery: 
 
General Assembly Commissioners 2026 

Alternates 
Minister  Paul Rader (Northside)     Mark Curtis (First, Knoxville) 

Sarah Morgan (2nd, Knoxville) 
 

Elder  Brett Miller (Fountain City) 
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Portia Thomas (Renaissance)         Mary Boyd (Westminster) 
 

YAAD   Sam Goins (New Providence)             Ella Levering (Erin) 
 
PET Vice Moderator - Barry Simmons (CLP Gatlinburg) 
 

Synod Commissioner 2026 - Connie Umbach (RE First, Lenoir City) 
 

Committee on Ministry  
2027  Sharon Koch (RE Farragut) 
 

2028  Sarah Morgan (Min Second, Knoxville) 
Jake Horton (RE Bethel) 
Stephen Yates (Min Lake Hills) 
Pete Ullmann (Min Huntsville) 

 

Committee on Preparation for Ministry  
2028 Sue Byrne (RE First, Oak Ridge) 
 Beth Ragsdale (RE New Providence 
 

Outdoor Ministry Team  
2027  Shelley Miller (Fountain City) 
2028  George Barber (RE Westminster) 

Cheryl Bourne (Min Mars Hill 
Lucas Penrod (RE First Sweetwater) 
 

6 Special Announcement – First, Oak Ridge 
Elder Peggy Terpstra spoke on behalf of the Session of First, Oak Ridge to encourage congregations in the 
presbytery and the presbytery to send letters of support to the Southeastern Synod of the ELCA in their lawsuit 
against the state of Tennessee regarding the immigration law passed in July 2025.  

7 Worship  
Today’s worship service was planned by the Vice Moderator, Rev. Cathy Meyer and the members of the 
PET worship planning team, Rev. Dr. Richard Coble and Rev. Dr. Paul Rader. 
Rev. Dr. Wendy Neff, General Presbyter of the Presbytery of East Tennessee was our preacher. 
 
 

8 Jubilee Presentation  

Members of CCVM: Rev. Dr. Wendy Neff, Rev. Dr. Andy Morgan, and Mary Boyd led a presentation of the 
proposed plan to “jubilee” standing committees of the presbytery that are not constitutionally required.  
 
The presentation was followed by informal questions and answers.  
 

9 Committee Reports 
9.1 Equip Committee 
Moderator: Meredith Loftis, meredith@fpcknox.org 
 

For Information: 
 

mailto:meredith@fpcknox.org
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College Ministries 
Hope House, UTC 
This semester at Hope House has been really meaningful, and we're happy to share what we've been up to 
in Fall 2025.  With our three new interns this semester (Mya, Paisley, and Osaro), it has been exciting and 
fresh with new perspectives to the Hope House team. Our Fall Festival was a huge success. We had 
students come through all afternoon for pumpkin decorating, face painting, and a candy corn guessing 
game. We gave away free Hope House merch to the winners of our "guess the amount" candy edition, 
which added some fun competition to the event. 
We also created a prayer wall where students can leave post-it notes with whatever's on their mind, 
whether it's academic stress, personal struggles, or just needing guidance. Our Chaplain, Dr. Wilson follows 
up and offers support, and it's created a space where students feel comfortable being vulnerable. 
Denise, our hospitality director, has continued to offer delicious meals and our breakfast and lunch crowds 
have been growing steadily, typically between 70 - 90 students per meal. There's still a lot of the semester 
left, and we're excited to see what else we can accomplish at Hope House before the year wraps up!  
- Osaro Orhiekhoe, Hope House Intern   
 

UKirk UTK 
It’s been an incredible semester overflowing with meaningful worship, laughter-filled fellowship, and 
countless glimpses of God at work in the world. From a quartet of cellos filling worship with music to 
evenings spent painting like Bob Ross, every gathering has been alive with creativity, joy, and the 
movement of the Spirit among us. 
Throughout the semester, students have shared meals and deep conversations, built new friendships, and 
discovered sacred moments in everyday life. Whether gathered around the communion table, serving in 
the community, or showing up for one another in the midst of busy schedules, we’ve experienced again 
and again how God’s love meets us right where we are. 
As we look back with gratitude and forward with hope, we give thanks for the students, alumni, and friends 
who make this ministry possible. Your prayers, presence, and support help nurture a space where faith is 
explored, questions are welcomed, and grace is shared freely.  
If you’d like to learn more about UKirk or find ways to connect with our ministry, we’d love to hear from 
you! Email Rev. Rachel Penmore at revrachel@ukirkutk.org.  
 
 

    
 
 
Maryville College 
Upcoming Events: 

● Hanging of the Greens, November 19th , 5-7pm 
This annual tradition brings students, faculty, and staff together to decorate the Center for Campus 
Ministry for the holidays as we enjoy hot apple cider and homemade cinnamon rolls. 

● College Hill Lights, December 3rd 
Faculty, staff, and community organizations "adopt" a campus sidewalk and line it with luminaries 
provided by the Center for Campus Ministry. Students can then enjoy College Hill all aglow for the last 
evening of classes and as they begin finals. 

● Candlelight Service, December 3rd (Caroling begins at 6pm, Service begins at 6:30pm) 
A Christmas Eve style candlelight service for the campus community on the last evening of the fall 

mailto:revrachel@ukirkutk.org
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semester. The event begins with a time of caroling, cider, and cookies, and it is followed by a 
candlelight service led by our chaplains and faith-related fellowship students. 

● Cummings Conversations, February 2nd & 3rd 
All are invited to come hear this year's Cummings Conversations speaker, Dan McClellan, as he joins 
us on campus February 2nd and 3rd for discussions and lectures. McClellan is the author of "The Bible 
Says So: What We Got Right (and Wrong) About Scripture's Most Controversial Issues. 
 

   
Youth Ministry 
2025 Middle School Retreat 
We had a wonderful retreat with over 40 middle school youth and chaperones representing 7 churches at 
the John Knox Center during the last weekend of September! We explored “God’s Grand Story” as our 
retreat theme and discussed the importance of scripture and how God calls each of us into God’s holy 
story. It was a packed weekend with worship, music, energizers, small groups, play, the ropes course, a 
bonfire and s’mores, a Glow Party, and a huge slip n’ slide! 
 

 

 

 

10 Stated Clerk’s Report 
Rev. Laura Becker, laura@presbyteryeasttn.org 
 

For Action: 
Motion: 
That the Presbytery of East Tennessee redress the imbalance of Teaching Elders and Ruling Elders entitled 
to vote at its meetings by giving vote to (a) Ruling Elders serving as Commissioned Pastors in congregations, 
(b) Coordinating Committee/Leadership Council members, (c) an elder commissioner from the Presbyterian 
Women of the Presbytery, and (d) an elder commissioner from the Outdoor Ministries Team 
 

Rationale: One of the foundational principles of our Presbyterian polity is that governing councils above the 
level of Session are governed as equally as possible by Ministers of the Word and Sacrament and ruling 
elders (G-3.0301). We are committed to evaluating presbytery rolls and make recommendations for 
adjustments as needed to maintain this parity. Typically, a higher percentage of eligible Ministers of the 
Word and Sacrament attend presbytery meetings than eligible ruling elders. Therefore, the allotted number 
of Ruling Elder Commissioners is a bit higher.  
 
 

mailto:laura@presbyteryeasttn.org
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NO DISCUSSION 
MOTION PASSES 
 
For Information: 

● Thank you to all of our Clerks of Session who have already submitted their 2024 minutes for annual 
review. If you missed the previously scheduled opportunities, please email your minutes in one PDF 
document to laura@presbyteryeasttn.org - Make sure your church’s name and city are in the subject 
line. 

● Clerks of Session will complete their Annual Statistical Reports at the start of the new year. I will send 
out information and instructions in January. Be sure to let us know of any changes to who is serving as 
your congregation’s Clerk of Session or their contact information. Thank you! 

 
MODERATOR CATHY MEYER PAUSED THE STATED MEETING OF THE PRESBYTERY IN ORDER TO HOLD THE 
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CORPORATION 
 

11  Annual Meeting of the Corporation 
Cathy Meyer, as 2025 Vice President 

Motion: That the Presbytery confirm the members of the Board of Directors of the Presbytery of East 
Tennessee, Inc. The members of the Presbytery are the members of the Corporation. The members of the 
Board are the members of the Coordinating Committee (soon to be known as the “Leadership Council”) of 
the Presbytery, ex officio, and the officers are as follows: 
Our bylaws state that the following individuals will serve as officers of the corporation:  
President: Moderator of the Presbytery, Catherine Meyer 
Vice President: Vice-Moderator of the Presbytery, Barry Simmons 

mailto:laura@presbyteryeasttn.org
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Secretary: Stated Clerk of the Presbytery, Laura Becker 
Treasurer: Treasurer of the Presbytery, Josh McGill 
 
MOTION PASSES. THIS CONCLUDES THE MEETING OF THE CORPORATION 
 

12  Lunch – Order of the Day 
 
THE MODERATOR ANNOUNCED THAT WE ARE RESUMING OUR STATED MEETING . 
 
STATED CLERK LAURA BECKER CLARIFIED A QUESTION FROM THE PREVIOUS PRESENTATION THAT THE 
PRESBYTERY’S BY-LAWS SPECIFY THAT FINANCIAL OVERSIGHT OF THE PRESBYTERY IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF 
THE TREASURER AS ELECTED STATE OFFICER, THE BOARD, AND THE CORPORATION - ALL OF THOSE ENTITIES ARE 
INTACT AND UNAFFECTED BY THE PROPOSED JUBILEE OF EXISTING COMMITTEES (INCLUDING FINANCE). 
 

13  Committee Reports Continued 
13.1 Committee on Ministry 
Moderator: Matt Nieman, matt@fpctn.org 
 

13.1.1 Rev. Susan Balfour 
 

For Action: 
MOTION: That the Presbytery of East Tennessee sustain the examination of Rev. Susan Balfour 
MOTION: That the Presbytery of East Tennessee approve transfer of the Rev. Susan Balfour the Presbytery 
of East Tennessee from the Northeast Georgia Presbytery. 
 
AFTER PRESENTATION AND QUESTIONS FROM COM CHAIR AND FROM THE FLOOR, MODERATOR 
PROPOSED TO VOTE FOR BOTH MOTIONS TOGETHER IF THERE WAS NO OBJECTION. THERE WAS NONE, SO 
THE MODERATOR CALLED FOR THE VOTE. 
 
VOTE PASSES.  
 

Statement of Faith – Susan Balfour 
 

Trinity 
First Person of the Trinity: God the Father 

There is only one God, who alone is the living God. God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and 
abounding in steadfast love. God is the Creator, who reveals Godself, in part, through Creation. The 
goodness of God may be witnessed by the faithful in the beauty and intricacy of Creation, in the physical 
laws of the universe, and in the wondrous diversity of creatures and landscapes. God also reveals Godself 
through Holy Scripture and through the incarnation of Christ. God is active in relationship with God’s 
people, faithfully remaining in covenant with them to God’s glory. 

Second Person of the Trinity: Jesus Christ the Son 
Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of the Scriptures, and the fulfillment of God’s promises to God’s people Israel. 
Jesus Christ embodies the perfection of humanity and the restored Image of God in humanity. The crucified 
Christ is the Savior of all humanity, and the risen Christ is our Redeemer, our hope and assurance of 

mailto:matt@fpctn.org
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redemption and restoration to God’s intention for humanity. Jesus Christ is our Judge and in judgment 
Christ wields his power over death to extend eternal life. 

Third Person of the Trinity: Holy Spirit 
The Holy Spirit guides us in our reconciliation with God. The Spirit intercedes with God on our behalf and 
prompts us to an imitation of Christ and obedience to God. When we invite the Holy Spirit to read the 
Scriptures with us, we open ourselves to her movement and guidance. 
 

Humanity and Sin 
Humanity was created in God’s own image, which has been tarnished by sin. Sin leads and has led to the 
distortion of the Image of God in humanity, affected by turning away from God. Yet God does not abandon 
hope in humanity, and thus pursues humanity with God’s goodness, seeking to return us to our full 
humanity and enjoy our intended relationship with God. To inspire and encourage repentance in humanity, 
God sent Jesus Christ, to remove the barrier between God and humanity which constitutes sin by teaching 
us how to live in ways that love and respect God and others.  
 

Humanity is responsible to God for the way in which it comports itself. Humanity has been endowed with 
the capacity to alter its surroundings, exploit resources, and seek social justice for the common good. 
Therefore, humanity also carries a heavy responsibility to care for Creation and Created, the world and all 
that is in it, because Creation belongs to God. 
 

Sin is both personal and communal in nature, reaping consequences likewise personal and communal. The 
personal consequences of sin constitute a separation from God and worldly suffering. The communal 
consequences of sin constitute the perpetuation of suffering at large. Sin is detrimental both to our 
personal well-being and to the well-being of others in our community, as well as society as a whole. Yet sin 
is not so great that God cannot overcome and defeat it; even in our sinful state, Christ’s redemptive work 
still reaches us through its haze. 

 

Sacraments 
The Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are seals of our relationship with God and the means by 
which we actively receive God’s grace. In baptism, we are claimed as God’s own, siblings with Christ who is 
our Lord and Savior. As infants, our baptismal vows are taken on our behalf, for us to claim when we are of 
an age to become active and responsible in those vows.  
 

The Lord’s Supper offers grace in the invitation to participate with Christians all over the world in 
communion with Jesus Christ. The elements of bread and cup contain the real presence of Christ, 
nourishing us with his body and blood. The Table is the Lord’s, and the invitation is not ours to offer, but 
Christ’s. 
 

Scripture 
The Bible is the inspired word of God, made scripture by means of the Holy Spirit. To receive the benefits of 
such, we prayerfully invite the Holy Spirit to read them with us, seeking guidance not merely from the 
hands of fallible human beings who have shared in our quest to seek and understand God and establish a 
faithful worldview, but more so from the infallible divine wisdom of the Spirit. Scripture is profoundly 
relevant, even now, after thousands of years of both oral and written tradition, as the questions with which 
it wrestles are timeless and the nature of God is constant and faithful. 
 

Presbyterian Polity 
Our polity as described in the Book of Order is our guide to participating in the communal life of the 
congregation and the wider denomination. Our polity is designed to protect the integrity of our life 
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together and guide us in ensuring the participation of all, that we might faithfully represent the Body of 
Christ in our actions and decisions. 
 

The Responsibilities of the Church 
As the Body of Christ, the church is called to be a voice for peace and justice. Where we see a need for 
peace, we are called to pray and to enact our prayers. Prayers offered according to Christ’s nature leads us 
to faithful action. Where we see a need for justice, we are called to be a voice for those vulnerable ones 
whose voices are too often silenced. Our voices are lent credibility by our concrete actions. Our faith, 
properly guided by the Spirit, leads us to work toward a corporate paradigm in which all may benefit from 
the blessings of society. This work is to be undertaken both corporately and individually, as the church 
seeks to live out the commandments of Christ: love God with all that you are, and love your neighbor as 
yourself and as Christ has loved you. 

Faith Journey – Susan Balfour 
 

I am a cradle Presbyterian, raised in South Florida. From an early age, I have been active in the church, 
including youth activities, choir and handbells, prayer chain, and sitting on the worship committee as a 
teenager. I represented the Presbytery of Tropical Florida at General Assembly as a Youth Advisory 
Delegate just before beginning university in 1997, having already determined to go to seminary and 
become a pastor. 
After graduation, I worked as a church secretary in a Presbyterian church in Charlotte, NC; I figured that 
would be a good experience for a future pastor, and it has indeed informed my staff relationships, 
particularly in my role as Head of Staff. I enrolled in Union-PSCE (now Union Presbyterian Seminary) in 
2005. During my time there, I underwent a divorce which, while deeply painful, challenged my faith and 
sense of calling in constructive ways. It prompted me to a more profound examination of my relationship 
with God and my role in God’s work, serving to foster a more robust sense of ministry and renewed faith.  
 

In 2008, I took a pastoral position in an Alliance of Baptists-affiliated church where I developed my pastoral 
skills under the mentorship of the senior pastor who had been in the ministry for forty years. This 
ecumenical experience was very edifying and invaluable, preparing me for ordination in the PC(USA). After 
a short tenure in a rural church, I moved back home to North Carolina to support my parents when my 
father suffered a devastating fall. I cared for him and for my mother during his last two months, then 
stayed with my mother for another two years as she adjusted to widowhood; during that time, I served as a 
covenant pastor for a very small mountain church where I experienced profound grace and healing. 
 

In 2015, I accepted a new call, and my mother and I moved to Georgia. We were very close and given her 
age we decided together that she shouldn’t live alone in the rural mountain home she and my dad built. 
Within months of our move to Georgia, she was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer, setting off six years of 
surgeries and chemotherapy. The chemo compromised her kidneys and she became very ill over 
Thanksgiving of 2021, and came under hospice care in our home until her death on Easter Sunday 2022. My 
husband Gregory and my cousin Mary were both wonderfully supportive, helping Mom and me navigate 
the challenges (and frankly, amusing aspects) of life with hospice, especially as I continued to actively serve 
my congregation during her last months. Gregory has been a great blessing and source of strength and 
support. We have a wonderfully cheeky dog named Jesse who decided he’d like to live with us and 
convinced us to feed him and let him in. He’s terribly disobedient, but he makes a wonderful parish 
associate for pastoral care; he has sat at the feet of many parishioners during pastoral care sessions and 
endured several session meetings, much to the delight of all. 
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13.1.2 Rev. Bowook Seo 
 

MOTION: That the Presbytery of East Tennessee sustain the examination of Rev. Bowook Seo 
MOTION: That the Presbytery of East Tennessee approve transfer of the Rev. Bowook Seo to the Presbytery 
of East Tennessee from the New Covenant Presbytery. 
 
AFTER PRESENTATION AND QUESTIONS FROM COM CHAIR AND FROM THE FLOOR, MODERATOR 
PROPOSED TO VOTE FOR BOTH MOTIONS TOGETHER IF THERE WAS NO OBJECTION. THERE WAS NONE, SO 
THE MODERATOR CALLED FOR THE VOTE. 
 
VOTE PASSES.  
 

Journey of Faith – Rev. Bowook Seo 
1. Starting point 
I grew up as the youngest son of a pastor in a rural community in South Korea. My father, now retired, 
served for many years in a church belonging to the Presbyterian Church of Korea. By observing his worship 
services and accompanying him on pastoral visitations, I witnessed firsthand the nature of his ministry. I 
saw how a congregation could be united through love and understanding. Simultaneously, my mother's 
dedicated service, both in the church and at home, provided a powerful model of a devoted pastor’s wife, 
and mother. 
 

Throughout my upbringing, the church was my extended family. In contrast to the often cold reactions 
from my non-Christian relatives, the church was a consistently welcoming and affectionate community that 
supported me. This nurturing environment enabled me to have a happy and well-adjusted childhood. This 
environment, where praise and prayer were integral to daily life, differed significantly from the secular 
atmosphere of my school. From elementary school through university, I was consistently in a minority as a 
Christian. Among students and teachers, I occasionally encountered individuals who were openly hostile to 
Christianity. Consequently, it was in the academic setting that I learned to articulate and live out my faith 
among non-believers. 
2. Calling 
Knowing I was a pastor's son, they would deliberately speak to me about the negative aspects of the church 
and the supposed fallacies of Christianity. During worship time, while listening to a sermon and praying, I 
received the mission to be a "preacher of the Gospel" and was able to set out on the path of my calling. 
 

This calling was immediately tested during my adolescence. Resisting the prevalent youth culture of 
smoking, drinking, and improper behaviors while also helping my classmates was a significant challenge. I 
endured mocking from classmates and even physical harassment from seniors at school. However, because 
I had a clear goal, I was able to hold on to my calling during my adolescence. 
 

In college, my involvement with The Navigators provided a structured framework for communicating the 
Gospel, discipling new believers, and leading small groups. After graduating from university, I prepared for 
seminary entrance exams and embarked on my theological studies. 
 

3. Ministry Experience 
1) Yonshin Church 
In my first ministry, I served in both the nursery and high school departments at Yonshin Church in 
South Korea. Serving two different age groups helped me foster flexibility and adaptability in my 
pastoral approach. After I startedAssistant ministry to the Senior Pastor, I gained a broad 
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perspective on congregational leadership, observing how he balanced his pastoral duties with a 
nationwide preaching ministry and denominational service.. 
2) To Be One Church 
During my first period of study abroad in the U.S, I led the youth group at To Be One Church. 
Ministering in the unique context of an immigrant church to second-generation youth members—
who were ethnically Korean but culturally American—affirmed my conviction that the Gospel has 
power to transcend cultural and linguistic barriers. 
3) Pohang Central Church 
At Pohang Central Church, I gained diverse experience in comprehensive and collaborative ministry. 

My 
responsibilities included parish (cell group) ministry, assisting the senior pastor, leading the new 
members' ministry, directing the evangelism team, chairing the church-wide evangelism festival 
committee, and guiding the intercessory prayer team. The breadth of these tasks necessitated a 
team ministry approach. By collaborating with other pastors and empowering lay leaders within 
each ministry area, we were able to execute our duties effectively. Through this work, I witnessed 
God transform the lives of congregants through consistent pastoral care and restore the strength of 
the lay leaders who served faithfully. 
4) Bethany Presbyterian Church 
At this immigrant church, my responsibilities included overseeing the children's ministry (Nursery, 
Kindergarten, AWANA), developing a silver ministry for members over 70, teaching at the Korean 
Culture School, and managing church administration. Through these roles, I gained insight into the 
specific needs of children and parents in an immigrant context. I collaborated with seniors to 
develop programs tailored to their needs and learned the vital importance of Korean language and 
cultural education for second-generation children. Handling church administration provided me 
with a comparative understanding of Korean and American church systems and practical experience 
in executing the church's annual calendar. 
5) Korean Central Presbyterian Church of Houston 
Here, I have been responsible for a parish, the nursery ministry, Children's AWANA, and baptismal 
education. This position has allowed me to apply my previous experience in a larger immigrant 
church setting. The most significant new learning experience has been ministering to weary lay 
leaders. I discovered that many lay leaders were feeling exhausted and overburdened. My response 
was to provide intentional pastoral care: praying for them, offering personal encouragement 
through visits, providing resources for their ministry, and consistently affirming their service. It has 
been a privilege to witness God's grace restore their strength and passion for ministry. 
A boy from a small village, with a calling to share the Gospel, was guided by God to the United 
States. I have faith that God’s will shall be done through His guidance and the divine appointments 
He arranges. I pray that God's grace and blessings be with you. 
 

Statement of Faith – Bowood Seo 
 

I believe in the Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit. I trust in the One Triune God. I worship and 
serve only the One Triune God. 

I believe in the Son of God. Jesus came to the world as a fully man. And He was a fully God. 
Jesus proclaimed the good news of God, healed the sick, and drove out the evil spirits. 
Jesus was crucified by people and resurrected in three days. He atoned for our sins by dying on 
the cross, and through His resurrection, He conquered the power of death. Jesus ascended to 
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heaven, and He will return as He promised. 
I believe in God the Father almighty. God created all things and still governs all things. God 

is a completely holy. God is love. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit enables us to confess Jesus and draws us closer to 

God. He leads us to the truth, reminds us of God’s words, and convicts us. The Holy Spirit is with us 
forever. 

I believe that humanity was created in the image of God. I believe that all people are 
sinners. Every person is destined to be punished for their sins. However, when a person believes in 
Jesus, they are saved by grace. People can grow in God’s faith, knowing Christ, and carry out the 
mission of sharing Christ. 

I believe that the church is a community of people called to be Christian who follows Jesus. 
The Church is the body of Jesus, a place of truth, and a pillar of God’s truth. 

I believe in the Bible. The Bible is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in righteousness. The Bible is a complete truth that testifies to Jesus. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13.1.3 Minimum Terms of Call 
 

MOTION: That the Presbytery of East Tennessee approve the 2026 Minimum Terms of Call. 
 
THE QUESTION WAS ASKED ABOUT MINIMUM SALARY GUIDELINES FOR CERTIFIED CHRISTIAN EDUCATORS. 
THOSE HAVE NOT BEEN DONE YET AND WILL BE DONE IN DEC.  
 
AFTER DISCUSSION ON THE MOTION, THE MODERATOR CALLED FOR THE VOTE. 
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MOTION PASSES.  
 

PRESBYTERY OF EAST TENNESSEE COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY 
2026 REQUIRED MINIMUM SALARY & BENEFITS SCHEDULE 

FOR MINISTERS OF THE WORD AND SACRAMENT 
 

The terms of call shall always meet or exceed any minimum requirement of the presbytery in effect when the call 
is made. The session shall review annually the minister’s terms of call and shall propose for congregational action 
(Book of Order G-1.0501) such changes as the session deems appropriate, provided that they meet the 
presbytery’s minimum requirements. The call shall include participation in the Benefits Plan of the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.), including both pension and medical coverage, or any successor plan approved by the General 
Assembly. (Book of Order G-2.0804) 

WITH MANSE OR  
HOUSING ALLOWANCE 

  
 2026 

 
SALARY – minimum cash salary $37,256 
**see note - salary  
 
MANSE/HOUSING ALLOWANCE $11,178 
Manse allowance is calculated at 30% of salary  
**see note – Housing/Utility Allowance  
**see note – Deferred Home Equity Account  
  
TOTAL EFFECTIVE SALARY $48,434 
  
SOCIAL SECURITY/MEDICARE (SECA) $3,705 
To be calculated on Total Effective Salary  
Allowance at 7.65%  
  
PENSION & MEDICAL – 27.5% of Total Effective Salary $13,319 
**see note – Pension & Medical  
  
ACCOUNTABLE AUTOMOBILE REIMBURSEMENT  
Reimbursable on church business at IRS allowable rate  
**see note – Professional Expense Accounts  
  
CONTINUING EDUCATION ALLOWANCE $2,000 
Two weeks education leave is required annually,   
accumulative for three years   
**see note – Professional Expense Accounts 
 

  

BALANCE TO BE NEGOTIATED 
For additional medical insurance, retirement savings plans, flexible spending 
plans, etc. 

$7,543  
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For Information:  
Business conducted by COM since the last presbytery meeting:  

1. Approved the retirement of Rev. Dr. Anne McKee and Rev. Robert Cook 
2. Approved the CLP Covenant between Margaret Ritchie and Sequoyah Hills Presbyterian Church to 

serve as a Chaplain with the Knoxville Police Department 
3. Approved the Minimum Compensation for Temporary Supply Pastors and Commissioned Pastors. 
4. Approved the CLP Covenant between Brad Parish and First Presbyterian Church Sweetwater 
5. Approved the transfer of Rev. Diarmuid O’Hara to the Presbytery of Middle Tennessee 
6. Approved the Temporary Supply Covenant between Rev. Scott Rollins and Highland Presbyterian 

Church as well as the Shared Ministry Grant Application between Highland and Eusebia. 
7. Approved the Covenant Renewal between Rev. Gradye Parsons and Westminster Presbyterian 

Church 
8. Approved the Installation Commissions for Rev. Stephen Yates and Rev. Joseph Taber 
9. Approved the minutes from the Commissioning of Rev. Stephen Yates’, Brad Parish and CLP 

Margaret Ritchie. 
10. Approved Wendy Neff to moderate the session of Rivermont Presbyterian Church for two months. 

 
 
MOTION: THAT AN ADMINISTRATIVE COMMISSION BE PUT IN PLACE FOR THE PURPOSE OF CLOSING NEW 
PROSPECT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH AT THEIR REQUEST. 
 
QUESTION WAS RAISED ABOUT WHETHER OR NOT WE’VE EVALUATED THE DEMOGRAPHICS OF THE AREA AND 
IF THERE STILL MIGHT BE A POSSIBILITY OF A CHURCH THERE. GP WENDY NEFF SAID THAT A DEMOGRAPHIC 
STUDY HAS NOT BEEN DONE BUT THERE ARE 2 OTHER PCUSA CHURCHES WITHIN 5 MILES OF NEW PROSPECT.  
 
MODERATOR CALLED FOR THE VOTE. 
MOTION PASSES. 
 
 

13.2 Outdoor Ministry Committee 
Moderator: Darrell Sparks, dgs444@aol.com 

   
FOUR WEEKS ANNUAL PAID VACATION   
MOVING EXPENSES   
ANNUAL REVIEW OF CALL   
   
FAMILY LEAVE – minimum of 12 weeks   
**see Presbytery Family Leave Policy or Book of Order   
SABBATICAL LEAVE   
Discussion to commence after 4th year of service   
   
TOTAL PACKAGE AMOUNT $75,000 
(not including accountable reimbursement)   

mailto:dgs444@aol.com
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INTERIM DIRECTOR OF JOHN KNOX CENTER, PENNY BABELY, OFFERED SOME UPDATES ON JOHN KNOX 
CENTER.  
 
For Information: 
Environmental Education: 
We are in the midst of a busy and exciting season at River Ridge! This fall, we will welcome 850 fifth graders 
and their teachers from around the Knoxville area. Students will spend time in God's creation learning 
about the natural world, building teamwork and communication skills on our challenge course, and safely 
stepping out of their comfort zones as they soar through the air on our high ropes course. 
 

Adult Retreats: 
Camp isn't just for kids! We are excited to bring back our beloved Sewing on the River Retreat, happening 
January 25-30. Grab your coat, fabric stash, sewing machine, and current projects, and join us for a time of 
creativity, fellowship, and fun. 
Learn more and register here. 
 

Summer Camp: 
We are thrilled to announce that we will be offering a full Summer Camp program in 2026! Stay tuned for 
more details and be sure to follow us on social media for updates. 
Registration opens December 1! 
 

Your Support Matters: 
People come to camp to experience God in new and meaningful ways. John Knox Center is a thin space, a 
place where children and adults alike can gather to worship, learn, and play together. None of this ministry 
is possible without your support. 
 

John Knox Center is your camp, and we are deeply grateful for all you do to help it thrive. During this 
time of growth and renewal, your continued generosity is greatly appreciated. 
 

Make a gift today. 
 

 

13.3 Finance and Stewardship Committee 
Moderator: Emily Anderson, emily@newprovidencepres.org 

 
The following written report was submitted. The Finance & Stewardship committee met on October 29, 

2025 and reports the following: 
 
1. Wendy Neff discussed the proposed Jubilee changes to the PET structure, and what that will mean 

for this committee. Assuming its approval, this will be the last meeting of the F&S committee in its 
current configuration. 

2. Josh McGill reported that Financial Reviews for 2022 and 2023 were completed in 2024, and came 
back with no exceptions.   

3. Financial reports were reviewed.  Year-end reports will be presented at the Feb. 2026 PET meeting.  
4. 2026 budget requests have been submitted by committees and mission teams, and leaders have 

been told not to expect any increase over 2025.  

mailto:emily@newprovidencepres.org
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5. Requests will go out to congregations for shared mission support of the Presbytery in early 
November. Those will go under Wendy’s signature, and Emily and Wendy will work together on 
creating the letters.  

 

13.4 Coordinating Committee for Vision and Mission 
Moderator: Wendy Neff, wendy@presbyteryeasttn.org 

For Information: 
● Approved the 8/9/2025 Presbytery meeting minutes 
● Approved Rev. Candace Worth’s request to survey PET congregations as part of her DMin final project 

and then present her finding at a PET Lunch and Learn in 2026. 

● Approved Rivermont Presbyterian Church’s request to the Property and Loan Committee that they be 
allowed to sell a vacant lot and the house they own on the property. 

● Approved PET’s participation in the PCUSA Funding Model Development Team’s GA remittance Field 
Study in 2026.  

● Approved the Stated Clerk to offer anti-racism training for pastors using the “Unlearn and Live” 
program and approved using up to $4000 from the Loaves and Fishes fund to pay for this training.  

 
For Action: 

13.4.1 Motion 1 

 
MOTION: That the Presbytery of East Tennessee Jubilee its standing committees (Serve, Equip, Personnel, 
Finance and Stewardship, Property and Loan, CRDT) while a presbytery wide visioning process takes place 
in 2026 and amend the manual to reflect that the Leadership Council (Formerly CCVM) would be composed 
of:  

- A Representative of COM 
- Moderator of PET 
- Vice Moderator of PET 
- 4 At-large Members elected by presbytery to a 1 year term with the possibility of a second after 
the  visioning team completes their work and determines what the new composition might be.  

- Staff: General Presbyter, Stated Clerk, Presbytery Administrator (General Presbyter and Stated 
Clerk having both Voice and Vote) 

This Leadership Council will meet once a month and conduct business previously assigned to the 
Coordinating Committee for Vision and Mission and its committees in the PET manual.  
 
 

RATIONALE:  Over the last two years a few things have become apparent about our current mission and 
ministry in the PET.  Many of our committees are not functioning as they were originally envisioned; some 
are not functioning at all; there are activities and events labeled PET that are being planned and executed 
outside our committee and leadership structure.  The world has changed.  Ministry contexts have changed 
yet much of what we do has not.  We are struggling to find elders and ministers who are able or who want 
to commit their time and energy to the work of ministry in the presbytery.  We lack a common vision for 
ministry in the PET.   
 

Yet there is much hope and possibility in these days for the presbytery to fulfill its responsibility in 
“…assisting and supporting the witness of congregations to the sovereign activity of God in the world, so 

mailto:wendy@presbyteryeasttn.org
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that all congregations become communities of faith, hope, love, and witness (G-3.0301).”  Now is the time 
for a season of visioning to imagine what God is calling us to do and how God will equip us to do ministry 
faithfully together.  
 

Our ancestors in the faith faced moments when God called them to venture out – not knowing exactly 
where they were going or how they would get there.  Abram and Sarai packed up and left their home 
headed only God knew where.  They went with only God’s promise to them undergirding their hope and 
faithfulness.  The Israelites follow Moses out of Egypt not knowing exactly where they were going or what 
would happen along the way.  Their trust in God’s daily provision was their only companion on the journey.  
On the mountain watching Jesus ascend into heaven, the disciples and those gathered faced the road 
ahead with Jesus’s words as their guide: “go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  
And I will be with you til the end of the age.”  Forty years ago, two presbyteries from two denominations 
took their own first steps into being a reunited Presbyterian witness in East Tennessee.  In all these stories, 
our ancestors went, they followed, they made mistakes, they took wrong turns, and they turned back to 
their call, their focus on God’s way, their commitment to the covenant and sharing the good news of the 
gospel in word and deed.   
 

We are facing our own moment of venturing out in order to be faithful to the call placed on us to help all 
congregations become communities of faith, hope, love and witness.  Understanding our tendency to fall 
back to what is familiar, CCVM is recommending a time of Jubilee limited to committees.  Here we are using 
the Biblical concept of the Year of Jubilee whereby debts are forgiven, slaves are set free, and land is 
returned in the 50th year. We recognize that this is the 40th year of PET.  Our Jubilee now is meant to 
characterize our hope of letting some things go to experience the liberation and newness God has for us as 
we move into our 50th year.   To Jubilee some committees in this context means that we are letting them 
go so we may begin with an openness to the way God is calling us to be in ministry and mission here and 
now.    
 

Yet even in a time of vision and transition, there is work to be done.  To be faithful to that responsibility, 
CCVM is proposing a transitional leadership council to conduct that work.  The composition that is 
proposed is the result of significant discussion that led to a sense that in this season of Jubilee and vision 
we do not need to replicate all the pieces of ministry to be done.  A smaller leadership council is sufficient 
to faithfully fulfill the work of ministry that is essential and necessary in a transitional time.   
 
MODERATOR CALLED FOR DISCUSSION ON THE MOTION. THERE WAS NONE 
 
MOTION PASSES. 
 

13.4.2 Motion 2 
 

MOTION: That the Presbytery of East Tennessee change the manual to reflect that the Moderator of the 
Leadership Council would be changed to the General Presbyter of the Presbytery. 

 
RATIONALE:  Having the General Presbyter serve as the moderator of the Leadership Council during this 
time of transition provides consistency of leadership.   

MODERATOR CALLED FOR DISCUSSION ON THE MOTION.  
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MOTION PASSES.  

13.4.3 Motion 3 
 

MOTION: That the Presbytery of East Tennessee approve the meeting locations for the 2026 presbytery 
meeting dates: 

February 14th – First Presbyterian Church, Sweetwater, TN (WITH CENTER AND TELLICO PLAINS 
HELPING HOST) 
May 12th – Washington Presbyterian Church, Corryton, TN 
August 8th – Northside Presbyterian Church, Chattanooga, TN 
November 10th – First Presbyterian Church, Knoxville, TN 

 
MODERATOR CALLED FOR DISCUSSION THEN CALLED FOR THE VOTE 
MOTION PASSES 
 
MOTION: 
THAT THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS BE ELECTED TO SERVE ON THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE: 
SHARON YOUNGS (TE- RETIRED) 
MARK LAMPLEY (TE - SEQUOYAH HILLS))  
PETER CHOI (TE - FIRST SODDY DAISY) 
 
MODERATOR CALLED FOR DISCUSSION THEN CALLED FOR THE VOTE 
MOTION PASSES 
 

 
 

14 General Presbyter’s Report 
Rev. Dr. Wendy Neff, wendy@presbyteryeasttn.org 

Dear colleagues in ministry, 

The last several months I have been engaged in conversations about visioning for the presbytery and the 

best practices for doing that. CCVM and I entered those conversations faithfully and spent a number of 

hours discerning, listening, and talking through a visioning process for PET. The recommendation to Jubilee 

some committees and create a transitional leadership team are a large part of that discernment. I’m 

grateful to CCVM for their faithfulness in imagining this way forward and their leadership to invite 

Presbytery to take this step in faith. While I recognize that this time of transition will bring some anxiety, 

I’m also hopeful that it will give us the clear space to faithfully imagine what God is calling us to do in 

ministry and mission in this time and then create a structure to support that witness. 

As I have shared bits and pieces of this process with others in the presbytery, I’ve been heartened by the 

excitement and gratitude for the opportunity to be bold and courageous. I’ve also been struck by the 

energy that just the idea of Jubilee and visioning have created in some members of the presbytery to share 

their gifts and ideas and skills in new ways. Like our ancestors before us, we step out in faith trusting God to 

mailto:wendy@presbyteryeasttn.org
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guide us and provide what we need for the journey so that we may indeed support our congregations to be 

communities of faith, hope, love and witness.  

I’m grateful for the witness of the presbytery over the last 40 years and longer. As I’ve spent time reading 

the history of our congregations and presbytery, I’ve been struck by the ebb and flow of creation of new 

ministries then a time of maintenance then change; a time of chartering new congregations, maintaining 

them and then dissolving some congregations. I’m sure it reflects the cycle of all presbyteries to one extent 

or another. It certainly reflects the witness of the church over centuries. And so it seems timely for us after 

a long period of maintenance in the presbytery’s ministry to engage in visioning and imagination that we 

pray will lead to not only vital and sustainable ministries but new ministry initiatives as well. 

Should the presbytery approve entering this time of Jubilee and visioning, I assure you that the vital work of 

supporting our congregations, overseeing finances, working with John Knox Center, providing youth 

ministry opportunities, and maintaining our mission giving will continue through the transition. 

With thanksgiving for faithful witness in the past and celebration of the ministry to come,  

Wendy 

15  Unfinished Business 
NONE 

16  New Business 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE: 

CHAD WRIGHT-PITTMAN, MEMBER OF NOMINATING COMMITTEE PRESENTED THE FOLLOWING NOMINATIONS: 

COM: SCOTT ROLLINS (TE - EUSEBIA AND HIGHLAND) 

MODERATOR CALLED FOR DISCUSSION. THERE BEING NONE - CALLED FOR THE VOTE. MOTION PASSES.  

 

 

LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 3 NOMINATIONS OF THE 4 SLOTS: 

MARY BOYD - (RE - WESTMINSTER) 

TIM REYNOLDS (TE - 2ND KNOXVILLE) 

SHEREE REED (RE - MARS HILL) 

MODERATOR CALLED FOR ADDITIONAL NOMINATIONS FROM THE FLOOR. THERE BEING NONE, MODERATOR 

CALLED FOR THE VOTE. MOTION PASSES.  

 

CPM - RICHARD COBLE PRESENTED NAMES FOR ORDINATION EXAM READERS: 
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TIM REYNOLDS -(TE - SECOND KNOXVILLE) 

MICHAEL YATES  (RE - WESTMINSTER) 

ALTERNATE: CRAIG WRISBERG (RE - FPC KNOX) 

 

THERE BEING NO OTHER NOMINEES OR DISCUSSION, THE MODERATOR CALLED FOR THE VOTE.  

MOTION PASSES 

 

THEN WE MOVED TO CLOSING WORSHIP AND INSTALLATION OF THE 2026 PRESBYTERY MODERATOR, CATHY 

MEYER AND VICE-MODERATOR, BARRY SIMMONS 

17  Closing Worship with Installation 
 

 

18  Adjournment  
THE MODERATOR CALLED FOR A MOTION TO ADJOURN. IT WAS MOVED AND SECONDED.  

MODERATOR CALLED FOR A VOTE. MOTION PASSES. 

THE MODERATOR DECLARED THE MEETING ADJOURNED AND CLOSED WITH PRAYER 

 

 

19  Roll 
1.1 Attendance Statistics 

 

Commissioners Present 

Ministers and Commissioned Lay Pastors 48 

Churches Represented 24 churches represented by 

26 elders and 

11 visitors 

Other Voting Members  1 Coordinating Committee Members 

Others Present 

Corresponding Members   
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Other Visitors  3 

Presbytery Office Staff  2 

Total Present 90 

 

Commissioners Absent 

Ministers, CLPs & Committee Members absent and Excused (Full Day) 12 

Commissioners Requesting Excuse for Late Arrival or Early Departure  0 

Ministers and Commissioned Lay Pastors Unexcused 23 

Total Absent (Full Day) 35 

 

Church Representation 

Churches Excused  5 

Churches Represented (by voting elders) 24 

Churches Unexcused (not represented by elders) 33 

Percentage Churches Represented 39%  

 

Present 

Ministers Present 
1. BECKER, Laura 

2. BOURNE, Cheryl 

3. BRUNGER, Ann 

4. BRYANT, Wyn 

5. CARL, William 

6. CHOI, Peter 

7. COBLE, Richard 

8. DAVIDSON, Jean 

9. FARAONE, Jon 

10. GARRIS, Ben 

11. GRIFFITH, Leroy 

12. HART, Lina R. 

13. HOWELL, John F.  

14. HUDSON, Samantha 

15. KING III, Crawford A. 

16. LAMPLEY, Mark D. 

17. LOFTIS, Meredith 

18. MCCRARY, Beth 

19. MCKEE, Anne D. 

20. MCKIM, Donald K. 

21. MCKIM, LindaJo H. 

22. MEYER, Catherine 

23. MORGAN, Andy 

24. MORGAN, Sarah 

25. NEFF, Wendy 

26. NIEMAN, Matthew 

27. OAKLEY, Mary Lyn 

28. PARSONS, Gradye 

29. PARSONS-WELLS, Rachel 

30. PENMORE, Rachel 

31. RADER, Paul 

32. REYNOLDS, Timothy 

33. ROLLINS, Scott 

34. RYOO, SangSoo (Peter) 

35. SCHMIDT, Kyle 

36. STUART, John 

37. TABER, Joseph 

38. THOMPSON, Julie 

39. ULLMANN, Pete 

40. WILSON, Alyson 

41. WORTH, Candace 

42. WRIGHT-PITTMAN, Charles 
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43. WRIGHT-PITTMAN, Laruen 

44. YATES, Stephen 

45. YOUNG, Louden 

 

Commissioned Lay Pastors Present 
1. BURNS, Tom 

2. GOODMAN, Cathy 

3. OVERSTREET, Mary 

4. SIMMONS, Barry 

 

Churches Present, Represented by Elder Commissioners with Elder Alternates and Visitors 
CHURCH ELDERS VISITORS 

1. FAIRFIELD GLADE 1. John McArthur  

2. FIRST, CLEVELAND 2. Lee McChesney  

3. FIRST, HUNTSVILLE 3. Cassandra Karl  

4. FIRST, KNOXVILLE 4. Chuck Morris 

5. William Myers 
 

5. FIRST, LENOIR CITY 6. Lew Linhart  

6. FIRST, OAK RIDGE 7. Peggy Terpstra  

7. FIRST, SODDY DAISY 8. William Rock 1. Jim Hargrove 

8. FIRST, SWEETWATER 9. Harris Lovingood  

9. FORK CREEK 10. Henry Rogers  

10. FOUNTAIN CITY 11. Dan Rhea 2. Susan Balfour 

3. Amy Ogden 

4. Harry Ogden 

11. HIGHLAND 12. David Kemp  

12. KOREAN KNOXVILLE 13. Youngrock Yoon 5. Bowook Seo 

13. LAKE HILLS 14. Janna Lester  

14. MARS HILL 15. Mary Thurman  

15. NEW HOPE 16. Jon Geerlings  

16. NORTHMINSTER 17. Susan Martin  

17. NORTHSIDE 18. Brenda Black 6. Tripp Harvey 

18. RENAISSANCE 19. Gloria Griffith 7. Portia Thomas 

8. Lionel Hodges 

9. Margaret Hodges 

10. Janice Gooden 

19. RIVERMONT 20. Toria Williams  
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CHURCH ELDERS VISITORS 

20. ROCKY SPRINGS 21. Helen Harwood  

21. SECOND, CHATTANOOGA 22. Glenn Grove  

22. SEQUOYAH HILLS 23. Bob Crawford 

24. Bob McCaulley 
11. Janna Preston 

23. WASHINGTON 25. Rada Rollison  

24. WESTMINSTER 26. George Barber  

 

Voting Members Present (not listed elsewhere) 
1. Mary Boyd  Nominating Committee 

Corresponding Members 

 

Other Visitors Present 
1. Ryan Hughes  Affiliation – John Knox Center 

2. Cindy Fisher  Affiliation – Presbyterian Homes for Children, Alabama 

3. Suzanne Cornett  Affiliation – Presbyterian Homes for Children, Alabama 

Presbytery Staff Present (not listed elsewhere) 
1. Jaclyn Beeler 

2. Penny Babelay 

 

Absences 

 

Commissioners Requesting Excuse 
 

Ministers, Commissioned Lay Pastors and Committee Members Requesting Excuse 
1. ANDERSON, Carolyn 

2. BENNETT, Gregory 

3. COOK, Robert 

4. CROWE, Brynne 

5. LEWIS, Jessica 

6. MYERS, Ann 

7. PATTON, Erica 

8. SCARBROUGH, Roy 

9. SHARP, Katina 

10. SKIDMORE, Benjamin 

11. UMBACH, Ed 

 

Churches Requesting Excuse 
1. CROSS ROADS 
2. EUSEBIA 
3. FOURTH UNITED 
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4. POWELL 
5. WARTBURG 

 

Commissioners Requesting Excuse for an Early Departure or Late Arrival  

 

Ministers and Commissioned Lay Pastors Absent without Excuse 
1. HAMMER, Grace 

2. JARVIS, Jennifer 

3. KEESE, Ron 

4. MCTYRE, James 

5. MEALOR, Stephen 

6. MEYER, William 

7. PENNINGTON, JACK 

8. PETERSON, Elizabeth 

9. REDDICK, Max 

10. SHEAR, Leslie 

11. SHOCKLEY, Lynne 

12. SKIDMORE, Benjamin 

13. STOTT, Cory 

14. STRICKLER, David 

15. THOMAS, Clayton 

16. WATERS, George

 

Churches Not Represented by Elders and Unexcused 
1. BAKER’S CREEK 

2. BETHEL 

3. BIG SPRING 

4. CALEDONIA 

5. CENTER 

6. CLOVER HILL 

7. CONCORD 

8. EMMANUEL 

9. ERIN 

10. FARRAGUT 

11. FIRST UNITED, ATHENS 

12. FIRST, HARRIMAN 

13. FIRST, LAFOLLETTE 

14. FIRST, ROCKWOOD 

15. FIRST, SEVIERVILLE 

16. FIRST, SPRING CITY 

17. GATLINBURG 

18. GRAYSTONE 

19. HOUSTON MEMORIAL 

20. KOREAN, CHATTANOOGA 

21. LAKE FOREST 

22. LANCING 

23. MADISONVILLE 

24. MOWBRAY 

25. NEW COVENANT 

26. NEW HOPE 

27. NEW PROSPECT 

28. NEW PROVIDENCE 

29. PINE GROVE 

30. SECOND, KNOXVILLE 

31. SHANNONDALE 

32. SHILOH 

33. WEST EMORY
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19. Approval of Minutes 
These minutes were read and approved by the Coordinating Committee on January 14, 2026. 

________________________________        

Rev. Laura Becker   

Stated Clerk 

 

20.  Approval by Synod 
These minutes were read and approved by the Synod of Living Waters: 

 

________________________________     ________________________________ 

 

 

________________________________  

Date  
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