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FROM JAMES

I love that Northside Pres is having a “Messy Church” Easter celebration. Love the idea that
Easter can be messy. It sure was, the first time. The first Easter was a total mess. No one
knew what was happening. People running, people weeping, people hiding from death
threats. Visions. A dead man walking. A woman preaching. Complete chaos. The first time. 

After that we made Easter all fancy. 
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The thing about even the risen Jesus was that he was totally OK with messy. He looked like
a gardener. He showed up with unbandaged wounds and invited people to touch them. He
popped in without so much as a text message. He did Irish exits with no goodbye. 

We make God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, our churches, our brunches – ourselves – all fancy
for Easter. It would be more biblical to let Easter be as messy as it wants to be. To make
Easter a day to laugh at our seriousness, our self-absorption, our need for putting
everything in expensive, tasteful order. To laugh at our sinfulness and celebrate the
forgiveness of a come-as-you-are kind of God. 

As you’re prepping for the High Holy Days, remember: It’s perfectly biblical to mess up, to
sing out of tune, to wear the wrong shoes, to have a sermon that stinks – to let Easter be as
messy as it wants to be.

"WE MADE IT THROUGH EASTER" 

Pastor Luncheons Across the Presbytery

Christ is risen indeed. And our pastors will indeed make it through another blessed Easter. 

I want to take pastors to lunch to celebrate your accomplishment and Christ’s ongoing
glory. 
Presbytery’s treat. 

All lunches are scheduled to start at 11:30am. 

Tuesday, Apr 19 - Foothills Area (Blount/Sevier Areas): Aubrey’s Maryville 
Wednesday, Apr 20 - Knox Area: Aubrey’s Papermill 
Monday, Apr 25 - Chattanooga Area: Firebirds on Gunbarrel Road 
Tuesday, Apr 26 - Middle Presbytery Area: Calhoun’s Lenoir City 

Click here to sign up if you haven’t already signed up via an email invitation. 

You should have been emailed at least one invitation to a luncheon in an area. Some of you
live or work in more than one area and might ask, “Can I attend more than one luncheon?”
A: Nothing in the Book of Order prohibits it, but you have to pay for the second. 

Questions? Contact James McTyre at james@presbyteryeasttn.org or c:865-888-0015.

Congregational Relations presents 
"Church of the Week"
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Church of the Week 

April 10th 
Powell Presbyterian Church, 

Powell, TN 

Click the image to view a recording of the service at 
Powell Presbyterian Church from yesterday. 

Coming Soon! 
April 24th 

First Presbyterian Church, LaFollette 
LaFollette, TN 

Worship with them via the livestream on their Facebook page.

HOLY WEEK SERVICES

Maundy Thursday, April 14th: 
Powell Presbyterian @ 7:00pm 
First Presbyterian, Knoxville @ 6:30pm (dinner at 5:30pm) 
Farragut Presbyterian - worship and communion at 7:00pm 
Second Presbyterian, Chattanooga @ 7pm 
Cross Roads Presbyterian - Seder Meal @ 6:30 p.m 
Westminster Presbyterian - @ 8pm 
Rivermont Presbyterian - @ 7pm 
Second Presbyterian, Knoxville - @6 pm 
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Good Friday, April 15th: 
First Presbyterian, Knoxville - Stations of the Cross in Market Square, Downtown
Knoxville @ 5:30pm 
Second Presbyterian, Chattanooga @ 7pm 
First Presbyterian, Huntsville @ 6pm 
Farragut Presbyterian - Prayer vigil from 8am-8pm; sign up to pray for 30 minutes in the
sanctuary or at home. 
Rivermont Presbyterian @ 7pm 

Easter Vigil, Saturday, April, 16th: 
Powell Presbyterian Church @ 8:00pm 

Easter Sunday, April 17th: 
Powell Presbyterian @ 10:30am (pancakes at 9:30, Easter egg hunt at 11:30) 

First Presbyterian, Knoxville - 7:00am Sunrise Service on the Turnip Patch Deck 
11:00 AM Worship Service in Sanctuary and by Livestream   
9:30-10:30 Easter Brunch 
10:30- 10:45 Flowering of the Cross and Easter Music Prelude  
12:00 Easter Egg Hunt 

Farragut Presbyterian - 9:00 a.m. casual and 11:00 a.m. traditional services with
communion 
Kid’s Easter Egg Hunt outside at 10:00 a.m. 

Second Presbyterian, Chattanooga @ 7am 

Rivermont Presbyterian - 9 am CrossCurrents contemporary service, the Commons &
online 
Easter Egg Hunt between services 
11 am Traditional service with brass, Sanctuary & online 

Second Presbyterian, Knoxville - Easter Egg Hunt @ 9:45am, Preschool Playground 
Flowering the Cross @ 9:45 am, Sanctuary 
Continental Breakfast @ 10 am, Fellowship Hall 
Easter Service @ 11am, Sanctuary 

Maryville College Easter Sunrise Service

The annual Easter Sunrise Service at Maryville College is scheduled for 6:45 a.m., April 17
on Lloyd Beach, and the outdoor service will feature a guest worship leader from the local
community.
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Louden Young ’12, the associate pastor of Emerging Generations and Mission at New
Providence Presbyterian Church in Maryville, will lead the annual worship service, which is
open to the public.

His sermon, “Who Are You Looking For?,” will draw parallels between the Biblical story of
Mary Magdalene’s witness of the Resurrection and seasons of physical, emotional and
spiritual renewal. Such themes, he added, dovetail with the recent announcement by the
Rev. Anne McKee to step down as the College’s campus minister in order to serve as
interim pastor of Westminster Presbyterian Church in Knoxville.

“I feel like this theme is particularly poignant this year, as the College begins to transition
out of the pandemic and as Anne transitions into a new call,” Young said. “For the last 21
years, those who dared the early hour would be looking for Anne, just finishing her sermon
as the full light of the sun crested the mountains behind her and the gentle rays hit the dew
soaked grass of Lloyd Beach. Anne’s words were always challenging, yet followed by her
particular brand of support and love that made even the convicted feel encouraged.”

The first Easter Sunrise Service was held in the center of campus in 1918, a tradition begun
by the Rev. Dr. William Patton Stevenson, the Maryville College pastor who came to East
Tennessee from the pastorate of First Presbyterian Church in Yonkers, New York. In 1938,
the annual observance moved to the Maryville College Woods, where it was held for the
next five decades.

In recent years, the service was moved to Lloyd Beach, located behind Lloyd Hall on the
southeastern end of the campus and offering a spectacular view of the sun rising over
Chilhowee Mountain. The service is casual, and attendees are encouraged to dress for the
weather and bring lawn chairs and blankets. In the event of rain, the service will be held
indoors in the Samuel Tyndale Wilson Center for Campus Ministry, where Young attended
chapel services under McKee’s guidance.

“I have been fortunate enough to have experienced the ministry of many exceptional
women in my life,” Young said, listing pastors at the church in which he grew up, as well as
Rev. Dr. Emily Anderson and Rev. Rachel Parsons-Wells of Maryville’s New Providence.
“In preaching about the first woman to bring the Good News of Christ's resurrection to the
world, it will be those women I will draw inspiration from, and God willing, I will be able to
proclaim the Gospel with the same love and impact as they have. 

“Beyond that, to God be the glory and honor, and I will just accept prayers for a dry and
relatively warm Easter morning!”     

NOMINATING COMMITTEE PRESENTS 
"COMMITTEE OF THE WEEK"

Committee of the Week 

The Outdoor Ministry Committee (often referred to as OMT) maintains and
operates John Knox Center (JKC) https://www.johnknoxcenter.org/  for Outdoor
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Christian Education for the churches of the Presbytery of East Tennessee (PET). They are
responsible for the summer camping program, facilities for retreats and conferences, and
leadership support for all areas of Outdoor Ministry approved and directed by the
Presbytery. 
  
Outdoor Ministry Committee Team – when it meets and what types of people they
seek: 
From the Moderator Roy Scarbrough (rftaz@hotmail.com) : 
Before Covid-19 we met roughly 5 times a year in person.  We do ZOOM currently but hope
to return to in person meetings. But as before we will poll the members to see when the
most folks are available. When we host Presbytery Meetings or Advent Dinners we hope
Committee members will attend.    
  
OMT needs a variety of skills ranging from managing people, finances, education and
caring for the facilities. Primarily OMT seeks those who care about the PET and recognize
that JKC can bless our presbytery in many ways. Knowledge of JKC can vary. Some Cmte
members love doing things outside others not so much.  Nobody excels in all of those areas
and all members are gaining new skills and can improve how we care for our Outdoor
Ministry. 
 
The Presbytery organizes its life and work through committees and councils. If you are
interested in serving, or know of someone who would be, let us know.
  
https://www.presbyteryeasttn.org/committees 
 

RECOMMEND SOMEONE (or yourself) FOR SERVICE

PREVENTING AND RESPONDING TO
HARRASSMENT

PC(USA) General Counsel Mike Kirk has provided helpful information
about anti-harassment policies that sessions should know.

POSIES FOR THE PANTRY

Recommend Someone
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MATTHEW 25 SPOTLIGHT

In an effort to deepen its commitment to the Matthew 25 invitation, Anchorage
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Presbyterian Church in Louisville, Kentucky, has been holding a series of weekly sessions
it’s calling A Place at the Table. Read more about their conversations in the story below. 

 

Read the story here

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING

Friends, 
  
Thank you for all of the prayers, engagement, and support you and members of your
congregations have shared in support of the church’s work with partners serving Ukrainian
refugees in eastern Europe. As you know, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is one of the
three ministries supported by gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing. Funds for initial
solidarity grants with our partners were funded through OGHS gifts. Attached are two
versions of a bulletin insert (one in color and one black & white) that pastors within your
mid councils may find helpful in making connections between this crisis and the worldwide
reach of gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing. 
  
If you or your congregations have questions, would like to make further connections, or
need assistance, please contact your Mission Engagement Advisor. If you’re not sure who
best to contact, send me a note and I’ll forward it along. 
  
Thank you for the honor of serving in God’s mission alongside you. 

William McConnell, DMA, CFRE (he, him, his) 
Interim Director, Special Offerings and Giving Catalog 
Mission Engagement Advisor – Central Region 
Office: 502-569-5027 | Mobile: 502-974-7697 
William.mcconnell@pcusa.org

HUNGER COMMITTEE

 
Challenge to Presbyterian Women's Spring Gathering

OGHS B&W Bulletin Insert

OGHS Color Bulletin Insert
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by Connie Umbach of First Presbyterian Lenoir City 
  
I want to lift up the mission project chosen for this gathering
and a wonderful example of Presbyterian women working
together in service. 
We have chosen to lift up and support work to alleviate
hunger in our communities, in our presbytery, and where
God calls us to respond.The Presbytery of East Tennessee
has a hunger committee. They distribute grants to hunger
programs and work to inform us about the need and circumstances of the hungry. 
The mission offerings sent in for this Spring Gathering will be sent to our Presbytery’s
Hunger Committee. Consider sending the money usually charged for lunch at a Spring
Gathering to this mission project. The offering may be sent by your treasurer, along with
scholarship donations and Least Coin offerings, to Sarah, our PW Presbytery of East
Tennessee treasurer. 

We also invite you now to take a new look; and recommit to contributing to the hunger
committee (remember 2 cents a meal?) or taking on a new project to end hunger in your
community. Many of our churches now have a blessing box. I know that in our church, the
blessing is not just for those taking needed items out of the box; those putting items in
report the blessing they receive. Community members ask if they may put items in, and
now there is a steady stream of contributors that bring items on a regular basis. Families
have said thank you, for offering them an opportunity to take their children shopping for
items and then placing them in the box. God is working through that blessing box in ways
we may never know. 

Prayerfully consider, What is God calling us to do for in our own communities?Keep us
informed through your cluster leaders so that together in service, we can make a difference.
Will it be Second Harvest food distributions; cooking ideas, tasting stations at food give
aways or brown bags always ready to give away to a hungry person in your path? Please, be
creative, pray, be open to the ideas God gives us. Share your ideas with us and especially for
the PW newsletter. 

Together In Service, we can make a difference in our communities, and shine the light of
Christ into the world.

JOHN KNOX CENTER

Now Hiring Summer Staff! 

At camp, amazing things happen! Lives
are changed as friendships are formed,
new skills are learned, and games are
played. At camp, you will find that your
job is so rewarding you don't want it to
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end. Children will look up to you and see
you as their role model. They will want to
be just like you. You can change the way
they think about themselves and the
world. You have the opportunity to be a
Super Hero in their eyes.  

Calling all Boaters! 

Do you have life jackets that you no longer
use? Maybe the kids out grew them? We
are looking for life jackets for all our
waterfront activities this Summer any size,
any style. Contact us if you've got some
you would like to donate. (865) 376-2236 

Day Camp! 

Day Camp is the perfect way for young
ones to gain independence. Day Campers
have the chance to experience camp
tailored to their size & age group. We offer
2 fun filled weeks! Organize a van from
your church! Drivers can hang out in B
Lodge with wifi, a microwave, fridge & ice
machine while little ones play during the
day! 

www.johnknoxcenter.org

Apply Now
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Calling All Retirees! 

John Knox Center is looking for retirees or
those available weekdays to volunteer or
be paid to assist with our River Ridge
Environmental Education Program a few
days in May. We train you to teach small
groups of students (mostly 5th grade) 60-
90 minute classes. Classes range from
forest ecology to teambuilding. If you are
comfortable with lazy sleepy senior
reptiles a plus! Call our office
865.376.2236 for more info. Background
check required.

Wilderness First Aid Training 

This is a great course for anyone who spends time in the great outdoors! 

Discounted Wilderness First Aid course for Tennessee in April over Zoom. This will be
offered on April 11 and again on April 25 from 6-8:30 pm EST. You can attend either night
or watch the recording if you can’t make it. 

Class covers general outdoor medicine, as well as issues specific to Tennessee.

Basic Life Support, stabilizing injuries, and making evacuation decisions
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Improvising care with your own equipment in an emergency
Splinting bone breaks, dressing wounds, spinal damage care, & anaphylaxis
Environmental medicine- hypo/hyperthermia, altitude, frostbite 
Weather- Flash floods, fires, lightning, & storms
Wildlife and insects in Tennessee
Finding water, treating it, & infectious diseases
Getting Lost and signaling for rescue in the mountains
Medicolegal topics, liability, and protection

The $35 covers the course, certification test, textbook, and all other materials. No prior
training is needed, and kids are welcome too. 

https://survivalmedonline.org/wilderness-first-aid 
 
If you are working or volunteering at John Knox this summer we are covering

the cost of this course for you FOR FREE!

UKIRK UTK

WE'RE HIRING

Washington Presbyterian Church - Full Time Pastor

Washington Presbyterian Church in Corryton, TN is seeking to call a full time pastor. WPC
is 20 miles from downtown Knoxville. We are a very active rural church with

approximately 100 members. We are seeking a pastor who will be guided by our Lord Jesus
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Christ to work in partnership with our Christian education
programs, support our mission outreach, preach insightful

sermons, and complete other pastoral tasks. He or she
should have vision and creativity to affect positive change

and growth and have strong collaboration and
communication skills.

Get to know us at visitwpc.org. 

For complete details, contact us at washingtonchurchpnc@gmail.com.

Lake Forest Presbyterian Church - Interim Pastor

Lake Forest Presbyterian Church (PCUSA)
Knoxville, TN, is currently seeking a Minister of the
Word and Sacrament to fill the position of Interim
Pastor.  We have a current membership of 150
members on roll and between 50-75 in attendance
on any given Sunday. Lake Forest Presbyterian
Church believes Jesus Christ is our Lord and Savior and head of our church and we
strive to follow His guidance and direction as given to us in the Holy Bible. We
welcome and care for all of God’s people with Christian love by worshipping, studying
His Word, fellowship, and serving others. We seek to support and encourage each
other while reaching out in the community and world with the Good News. Lake
Forest offers opportunities to become disciples of Jesus Christ and grow in
discipleship. Our Sunday service is traditional in format yet not overly formal. It
includes a children’s sermon, the Apostles’ Creed, a spectrum of music genres, and
Scripture readings accompanying the sermon.  The participation of our children is
evident by their attendance and gatherings during the worship service. Another
strong ministry during the worship service are our Chancel and Handbell Choirs. Our
Sunday School classes equip attendees with knowledge of scripture and its
application. With regards to the pandemic, our programming currently is active and
is monitored by the Session. Other educational opportunities also exist for children
and youth on Wednesday evenings. Some of our congregational Fellowship activities
continue to be constrained during these pandemic days; however, we have begun to
promote our community events of Vacation Bible School, Easter Egg Hunt, and Fall
Festival. We also offer opportunities to “feed my (Jesus’) sheep” through weekly
participation in South Knoxville’s community Fish Pantry, monthly meals for college
students at UKirk (University of TN Presbyterian Student Center}, and Knox
County’s Family Promise Program. Lake Forest also responds to emergency and
other physical needs in the community and region.

Applicants must be a Minister of the Word with strong leadership skills. There must
also be effective interpersonal and communication skills the church’s paid staff and
congregation. As Lake Forest enters this time of transition, we are blessed to have a
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healthy congregation and are looking to build on the growth we have experienced in
recent years. 

Desired Responsibilities of an Applicant                                          

Worship Services – Primary leader while coordinating with LF staff
Administer of the Sacraments
Moderator of Session Meetings
Leadership Training with Session
Officiate funerals along with preparatory and follow-up visits with the family

Negotiable Responsibilities

Pastoral Care – visits, calls with sick, troubled and grieving
Counseling
Work with Sessional committees

Interested applicants please email Josh McGill, jmcgill1@tennessee.edu

REMINDERS AND DEADLINES

Dates for the Stated Meetings of the Presbytery in 2022: 

Tuesday, April 26th - Packet Reports Due 
Tuesday, May 17 – at the Sequoyah Birthplace Museum in Vonore (NEW DATE &
LOCATION) 
Saturday, August 13 – at Madisonville Presbyterian Church 
Tuesday, November 15 – at New Hope Presbyterian Church, Chattanooga 

Please note that the IRS has announced that the mileage reimbursement rate has been set
at $58.5 cents per mile for 2022. 

Forms and other information for clerks of session are available on the presbytery's website
at https://www.presbyteryeasttn.org/clerks 

If you have questions about any of these items, you may contact Jaclyn Beeler in the
presbytery office - jaclyn@presbyteryeasttn.org / 865-688-5581 ext. 101

CONTACTS

Staff: Links: 
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James McTyre 
Transitional General Presbyter &
Stated Clerk 
james@presbyteryeasttn.org 
865-688-5581 ext. 103 

Josh McGill 
Treasurer 
treasurer@presbyteryeasttn.org 
865-688-5581 ext. 102 

Bri Payne 
Executive Director, John Knox
Center 
execdirector@johnknoxcenter.org 
865-376-2236 

Jaclyn Beeler 
Administrator 
jaclyn@presbyteryeasttn.org 
865-688-5581 ext. 101

Board of Pensions News & Events 

Calendar 

Classifieds 

John Knox Center 

PC(USA) News 

PET Treasurer's Report as of
9/30/2021 

Websites: 

Presbytery of East Tennessee 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

Synod of Living Waters

MORE SOURCES FOR PET NEWS & INFO

FACEBOOK GROUP for MINISTRY LEADERS 
James has created a Facebook Group for Ministry Leaders in our Presbytery. It's
at https://www.facebook.com/groups/presbyteryeasttn/. It is a place for ministry leaders
to share common concerns, joys, and pictures of our pets. No hobbyhorses. Just friends
doing ministry and supporting each other. 
  
FACEBOOK PAGE, INSTAGRAM, TWITTER 
Yep, we're on them all. Check them out for latest news.  
www.facebook.com/presbyteryeasttn 
instagram: @presbyteryeasttn 
twitter: @presbytery_et

SPREAD THE NEWS! 

We invite you to share your news with us. All articles and news items must be
submitted by Wednesday of the week prior to publication. Repeat publication of
articles is at the discretion of the editor. Send your submissions to Jaclyn
Beeler, jaclyn@presbyteryeasttn.org
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