Presbytery of East Tennessee Anti-Racism Policy

(date adopted: )

In peace and grace, the Presbytery of East Tennessee, PC(USA) as part of the
universal Church of Jesus Christ, is compelled to bear witness to Christ’s
commands to love, honor, and care for all people. We know that as children of
God, all human beings are equal and worthy of love and respect.

Therefore, we are committed to non-violent ways to bring about justice and end
racism. We stand with those who call for an end to unjust and discriminatory
policies and practices, both explicit and implicit, and racism in all its forms. The
presbytery will make it a priority not only to avoid acts of injustice and racism, but
to actively become anti-racist and more just through education, preaching,
intentional practice, and acts of social justice.

The Presbyterian Confession of 1967 affirms that “God has created the peoples
of the earth to be one universal family. ... and breaks down every form of
discrimination based on racial or ethnic difference, real or imaginary. ...
Therefore, the church labors for the abolition of all racial discrimination and
ministers to those injured by it.

To that end, we seek as a community to learn more about our collective history;
to confess our shortcomings and tell the truth about harms done; to build
authentic relationships with one another; and to commit to the ongoing work of
anti-racism through participation in educational offerings and trainings.



